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:he a ct ai nmen'; 0: t::-".e ':;ov~!:"~enc 8: ~=\=:::ica:1s by Africar.s for

A~~ic ns, ~i~h res~ecc ~O~ ~ac~a: a~d ~eli~ious ~i~o~ities ~ho desire

to l ivc in ~frica on a basis 0: e qu a Li t y ·..;i-::':,black majority" remained a

bu~n~n~ rlesi~~ ~or th~ ? n-~~~i anlS~ from 1919 ~hen it ~as voiced. It

was in l,}4S '"h~..'!nt..he die was cast by its S:::' Conference.l The members

rev~ewed the long suf:ering o~ A:~icans patiently over cen~uries as slaves,

ar.ou rers dn.j co Lo n i uI subjec s. They challenged t:'e c010nial~ powe~s to

inp1ement the Atlantic Cha~ter and put an end to the Herrenvolk po~icy

T:'ey called for peace,

not f o r ce .

"Ye t , L.:: the ft/r23ternft/o~lr..!is s t i II c2ce.::-:-:1i:1edto rule mankind by

~orce, then A:ricans, as a _as:: resor:., ~ay have to appeal to fo~ce in

r , r ~r ,.. •..
••. ~ J.. ~

, r
J

, c f o rcc d,:stroys them and the world "

"de are determined to be ,,. ~e dema~d for'Africa autonomy and

'~herefore, ~e shall :::om~iai~, a~~ea: a~d ar~aign. ;4e shall make

the worLd i i s t en to t..1-tefacts of cur coric i t i on . ~-;e w i II f i qh t; in every
')

'IIa,/ 'lie can f o r :~ee iorn, deraoc racy and soc i a betterment. ,,-

The above sounded a bold or very radical statement by a group whi ch

nad r.omeans - f i.nanci aL, ::-,llitar!,?=!rsonnel, etc. to carry out the

so~r.ded an er.1~tythreat whi=h ~as ignored by the imperial powers. 9y

late 1 60s, most o~ A~ric~ ~~s ~~de~e~de~t or 'free" This pa!Cer seeks

to st i.muLa te a d i scus sion 0[': ::~e :'e~o~s ~ ~ ":.:-,e 'Freedom' drama.
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.,
f i r s t seneration of naticnalis cs ~ e:-:gage(i J.n t.ne s t.zuq c Le :or the ::ree-

w 1 8e able t~ reasses~ an re-ap~raise t~e heroes. This is necessary

1D V1CW of the fact that some ~ave been either condemned or criticized

harshl/ 80th i~ Africa and Overseas or over~raised.

As a :ner.ho io Loqy for cn i.ev i nq the aoove I the paper will highlight

31')10<; (j[ the; n.i t i o na Li a r.s tak i n-; cl random cross-section of Africa south

0: the Sahara ~y discussing so~e of their political beliefs an? courses

th~ hero~s t00k to achL~~e freedom. Then surveying the post independence,
deve opmenta1 courses the heroes steered ~~eir ~oQ~tries and finally

decipher wha t heritac;e the heroes be que a the d to their countries when they
t

left either pea cef u.l Ly or v i.ol en t l y . ~-Je sno ul d also be able to postulate

», t ne s t i Ll, f nc t i on i nq ::1c:n.i::·C!rsof ~..•e first generation of nationalists

are likeLy to be que a t.h to their countries '.henever t.he y retire.

..

onl y the areas ·...•here ':~e dr ama ·..,rasei t ae r hottest due to same circumstan-

uur; to r;hort<.lrJ'; {J[ .I.me a nd spac c , OL:Y' cross-section will e xarni ne

ces or pec ~J.clr. Ge:-:~ral_!, -~e fo~er :re:-:ch colonies, with an exception

of Guinea, gained t he i r smoothly, w i, thout

res ~ting to ~uch caerClO~ or ~:"o·e~ce. ~e, ~owever, have heroes like

S_~on Toure of Guinea, ?ellx ~ouphouet-30igny of Ivorz Coast an~ the arch-

ange of t~e I :Iegri t.ude I phi Losopn y , Leopo l d Sedar Senghor, amcng others I

'....nom ·..,recannot. or us n aside BUt. s aa l I refer to them wi thout much concentra-

t i.c n . T~e :arne~ ?ortu<juese :o~an~es ~a~ionalists will be treated like,

ove r the 'r/orld ar.d o0th t:-:e l a te .:'..:;os-:i:-.o ~jet.o of An qo La and s arnor a :1achel

of :10za.mbi~.'j~ a r _ r e co qn i zec as :'1ero-s::3.tes::'.en no t; only in A':rica but

')"le r se s. 'Jur co nce n tratior. ·.·;ill ce 0:'. ~;~r'''':''''':1a:na: Ghana, ;'.;:iki'.-le of Nigerj
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Lurnurnba 0:: 2el-;l.3J1 Coneo o r 2a:':-e, :':ala'",i's3a:1ca, Zar.tbia's Kaunda ,

;Iyerere 0: ':'a..'1-::a!1Ji~a, :';c;a..'1e:a'5 Jt.CC2 an c Ke ny a t.t.a of Kenya,

rTkrUf:1a' 'tlas o r ouqi t up as a normal pe as an t child. He was educated

ln loca ~ission school ~~e:-eoy becominc; 'a mission boy' as such gradu-

aces came to be called ore t: aLl, t: e Con t i ne nt . Believing th?t Africans

S;'O'l2.. :--ta'/~ p rope r education equ a I to the Europe3J1S', if not better, he
I

tri_d not onl:; to ncourage his cauntry to tr] his beliefs but became a

teacher himself. Lacer, he proceeded to ~~erica where he studied his uni-,
to furthe r theve r s i t y e duca c ron bc f o re ;::rocee_lnc; t o ~'1e Ln i t.ed Kingdom

" ' ~sa,:ne eauca tlOn . In London :-:e sot:. l:-. touch w i t..h Pan-Africanists and

:: tu r e ~o ;.,':lcal co I l e aque s 2..:.:<e t:;. ?ad.~o.:-e. :roni-

ca Ll.y , it is in London ',ihere :'1e ne t n i s coun t.rvmen , the then Gold Coast

PoLr t ac i.an s , ccm i n« eo pe t i r a.on ":.!1earit.:..sh ':;overnment for concessions

and rights of political and ca~ercial nature, led ~y Dr. J. Danquah of

t.he Un i t.ed old Co st Conve nt.c.o n (".G.C.C.). Nkrumah was eventually in-

vi t.ed to G' ana t.o t ake up cn e post 0: :::'1e ~e:le~al Secretary of the U.G.C.C.

;..s - e t:;eneral Secretary of u.G.C.C., Nk r um ah reorganized and revita-

Used t.he p.J.:!:'tJ and t ou r ed ::.'1e wno l e 0: Ghana fanning branches and publi-

cisi.C; hi:nsel:. Small wo nde r men t.aat; when ne broke with the U.G.C.C.

in Jun~ 1949 a:ter a disa~ree:ne~t ~ith the party's president, who was,
until ':!1is t.:.r..e busy on :-:is ~usi~ess and nence had left eve0Jthing to

~rr.r urnah , tn~ la t t<cr ',Ias ab I e :0 ::or:n t.ie Convention Peoples Party (CPP)

'''hich THno::d :,o',/et: numo r r ca l Lv nd po Li t i ca ly within a v rv short time.

The ~Jl.n rtif~er~n_e ~et~Q~n C?? a~d :~e C.~.C.C. was the fact t.ha t while

the latter ',Ias an e Li t e i s ?a::::-:,:', ::.;....e:a~e::::- "..as a Popular Pe op l e t s Pa r t.y
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ccmposed of memoe r sh i p f r orn a2.':' ·..•.a2_:<:50: li..:~ar.d e sp e c i a l y L'1e emerging

.
roan and rn i Li. cant :711.'(Le c i.a s s :;: t r ade r s a:1C ::"\a::~e:,-Y;cr.1enwr.o we r e a

valuable financial source o f t rie ?3.~:.y. ~~e cor.~cn ::"\~,'s political man-

ac:.ion ~.C ~ropaganda wing of

the P r t y , ~"1ereo,! w inn i nq a Lmos t; che ·..,;-'.ole co un t r y t:-:at mattered in pol-

in ::;hana before. 'I'h i. s Party won ~'1 e Lec t i.on i:: 1351 ·..•.he n Tie was in prison.
f

He ~as released to become the pri:ne :ninister. r.oweve~, Nk~umah's po1iti-

cal sk i L), had t.'-1e movement; under con t ro L by 1954 '..••hen he dismembered the,
C??'s most leftist ·..•.ing ru t.h Le s s Ly a nd se': 20 0: its p r orni ne n t; members

af Loa t , Th is was s imply a poli tical raarice uv r e i:1 '..•.hi.ch he won the name

ofw;:,t;;:..nga "mo de r a t e ' politician, :10:' 3. ccmrnun i s t; and c r ove the Party out

of be i: g a pa r t y of the "d.i s pos s e s se c :". A::.e~ all t..'1e above had s~~ported

:irn to 'n r t; i.J r·.:'tl~r:: 1 se r i e s of r:olltical con f r on t c t ion

and elections, GP '..••on the final e Le c t i cn t ha t; f or ce c t ne Sri tish Govern-

ae n t; :'0 grant LneeiJe:1denc~ ':0 Ch an a on ...0/3/1)57 ·..;i!:.'1Nk r urnah as the Presi-

dent.

1.:1....epto:1'ence i ane ~ar~ed his ministers in his

i as t; spe e ca as a ?rime minis :'er, wa s :10t. the end of t.he st~':lggle. They

had :'0 ·•.••o rk r e Len t Le s s Ly on na t i.on o u.i Ld i nq , on :'elping the rest of Africa

to c.: r oi..•.a'..;ay cae colonial joke, or. building a United States of Af r i ca on

-t. e ?an-.;:~icar..!.s:71 ?rinc_ple. ':':-:a:. ·..•.as ,:!oing :'0 be t..'1e deep stick of

':'here::or'O', t::1e~' ·."'e~e nor; to fail, they must not fail ~ he

z ~e t e c . :':-.E:m of :::'::::-.'id 3ur:-::e' 5 f ario us wo rds , "i-ie are on a

:-1e concluded.

~ow 'de =oncuct ourselves 'dhen we
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J~CT':: i...rler~. r::~n ': 'Nil ~
•

f f e c t; no ; only :=ib.ana ou c ~-:e ·....n c Le of Africa.

::;usc S:.'":M :...':. c it 1.3 ?OssLbl'2 for A:r:.:an" -':::lr'.:le :..':.er:1selves, to es-

a pr::lgressive and independent state, and to preserve their nation-

, ,S
un i.t y ."

,
Shancl. oad be corn•.: the biblical la:r,:_ lit on a table or hilltop for all

;~r:. car; Cl') n cries :0 see and :0110'..;. Ee r c ua l i ty t...'-1enn ad ':0 be the bes t

ai s fellmoJ ;'.:ricans t.ha t "on l' the ce s c :"5 good e no uch ;,:or Africa",

~ikr'JJ'!1ah,though he did not s ay this, ',/as co i nq t.o be tae yard stick wi t.h

·.h:.sn _·/~r·.' na t i o na l i s t was co in ; -0 ::'.::a5· re ni ras e Lf . ;'nd this was done

by ::.ar.y as •..,ill be illustrated La t.e r , Ee ·....a s educa tee ove rseas, fOW1d

elitist ;olitical parr.ies and act~vi~ies on retur~ ~hich he joined t::l

i-:E:n-.:J.:, h m se Lf w i t.h triem an d their •...aus e s , :"a-':2 r ::,roke, ·....i t...'1the CO!TUnon

?eo?le "s :'\anda te to se t Ut a more mass oriented, radi cal and popular party

vnicn '...ou l d s oon e r o r La ce r come i n to con f l i c t ·..••it.h ~':e i:npcrial govern-

;.. though the CP. wa s not b ann e d , 3Cr:1e0;': :'1':'3 later f o Ll.owe r s w i Ll,

:i.:-td t.. e i r s oann ed .. ~k r urr.ah a r.d cn i e ; ::::l..;.-::·...•e r s ·.ve r e imprisoned and

qa i ne c t~e s t a us 1'): "?C." or "?rison Graduate", His followers were

gOl:".': -':0 ec ce pt; eve n -:ortur€: in adc.i t i on to the ..?:=i .... His main method

0: non=v i oLence resis-ar.ce or ncn+cooce r a t i.on bor:rowed from M. Gandl'fi and

•
~~.dorsec ;:./ :..:'e 134:' ? :i.n-A::ricani3;n Conference ·...•i 11 be used by nearly a Ll,

Finally, ~h~ ~0st-in~e~ene.ence c~allenges by splinter

~o i~ical ~ar-.:ies _ither de~eaced d~ring the struggle for independen~e or

i3::1S an-l ~I;e Li.k e ·...•1.11 !::le ::)lL'1G -:0 3C:.:! to t rie ria.i n challenge of bu i Ld i nq
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«
of ':!lc eme r'qe nce nation. 3 t ~his :s t~e model othe~ ~ationalist leade~s

.or rie r oe s sriou l d -:C~·j. 't/h t::> i: t..~e CO!1"T.lonman 0: ~'1e mas~e s?

The model ?~esentec 8j ~;kr1jrnah to t.he common man was th a t of a firm,

qre a t and moving ora tor 'dho comes as a :nan 0: the pe cp Le but is learned

in t h e 'da'js of ':he '"hite man and is able to cotv re-] '",!lat he has to them to

ccmmand their role i~ t~e struggle si~ply ~ut effectively. F'o r instance,

an e l dc r Ly m.ino r 'tlho listened to :ik::::l..m1a!lspeak s t ood to tell the audience,

"Th i s loung man is God's j:eatest gift: to the Geld Coast; hear ye him."G

Ano tne r told h i s friends; "It is t.r ue ·....n a t; ::hey say (in a newspaper re-

that this j('''arne ;.k r uraah can do
, 7

an y tin :",Cj • " To him, the Le ade r' is

a :n'/sterj and ove r pove r f ul :nan. Kwame

:lk r um h 'N':' _ i '/e us our ::eedc:n! ?~eedcrn! ,,8 But all this is

ind ced ~'j such s t a cernencs l i.ke "'de w iLl. fig~t toc;et!ler for our freedom

now : We wi Ll not rest un t i l, we have got rid 0: t.rie se colonialists and

• irnpe r i a Li c t.s wh o think t ne y h ave a r i ,ht to li','e in our country and tell us

j
what to do ~"

'tThile the masses sa'tI ~lk~umah as a saviour arid his political. opponents

as an enemy, the colonial authorities regarded hi:n, anQ this was to be

re pe e t.ed ·"it.!l ot.her heroes, -3.S an e nerny o r r ea t '...inwan t ed devil of an

agitator; r r oub Le m ak e r or de:nac;ogue ·""i-.:h::alf-~a.l<ed ideas picked up from
1

cornmun i s t; or social lit ra tu re or scme s t re e r s of :::u~o!,)e or America. To

the colonial regi:nes, e'/er,! ',"ora ;'.e said was "a na i L i n the coffin of

co on i Li sra an d i rnper i a ism" as a co Loni a I newspape r r ec or de d of Nkr'umah . 10

*

~iO sooner did the British c l e a r out 0: Gha::a ~'1an Nk r urnah f ound him-

50:01: fac0d 'dlt:..'l serious inter. 1 ~)Ol.:...tlC..ll pro o icrns . 1'h Ashan t i , who



7

st i Ll, not. s a t i s :'ie,j.
~.•.

;.. ::,2'," o cr.e r ::-.':"e:s ar.d J:::-. Jar.c:uah's Pa r t.y - U.G.C.C .

- also w ou Ld root. r e coric i Le even a:te:: ~jk::umah i nv a t ed tnern , These and the

~Northern Pe o p e's r>arty a nd t.:::-,e Ewe of :'ogoland who had voted against the

uruon ,•.•ith Chan a 9.:lnged up ':.ogether to f orra the united Par t.y who opposed

the :1"::',/ 'jo'le rnrner as de5tructi~el! as :~e! cou:d. 7~e chiefs were pro-

testl~~ a1ainst ~h~ Loss oe inc.irec':. ::ule - they had lost their sovereign-

ty : '1'0 the above • was a(~de(: t r o ub Le f r orn :',/0 amb i tious Nigerians who would
I

set. ':...'1e::1sel'Jes '':? at Kumas i ,one as 'Zer-iken 20:1go' or Chief of the non-

Ghanian :1os1ems - the o the r as Chaplain of trie Hansa People in Kurnasi.
1

Due to both 0:' them, much un res t was e xpe r i, enced in Kurnasi and had to be

removed and deport.ed. Dealing w i t n t..'1e above fed the Ghanian government

e nerm e 5 , 'C . " l' , ld 11~l.t.h mate:rLal ~o:: strong c::~~~=~s~s a Lover tne wor~ .

Ho'..•ever, ~ik:::-·.1ffiah's government engaged in important nation building

ac t iv Lt i e s a n the midst of c r i t i c i sra r r cm \'li;:.'1:'n and without. Ghana

la~ched her fi~st shipping li~e a~ ~a~o~a~~, ~~e 3ank of Gha~a o~ened

in Accra, the Gnana ;"i~,.,rays unee:::- 3hanain pilots, Flying Training School

under Israel Air F'or ce i a s t r a i nc r s o f "::;~ ::;;lanian ,;l.r Fo r c e . Foreiqn

te chn Lc i an s 'd(!re irnpor t ed '::0 come and i.n s t r uc t local technicians on agri-

cu I t'-! r e , a~c~lt.ects, mi:1ing , .
eng:.nee!:'~ng I ~ed~cal health and teaching.

Chan a i.ns »e cs: s e n t ab r oad :or educ a t icn , jobs we re created. In time giant

projects 'Nere uride rway s uch as ;:.'rte '101 ta River Dam, new factories, mode r=

ni s i.r.q or c re a':.::':1g :le'''' h ar couz s , ::1odern bu i.Ld inq s , play grounds, irr-iga-

tion and ;-:-,an:; o cne r s ·...e ze a nt i c i pa t.ed jut die not mat.e r i a Li se . To imple-

it r.en t t he se , Shanc:J. ope za t ed a Lraos t; as 2. one ?a!:'ty s t a t.e and Nk r urnah had

int:::''Jcuced "':I -"\ - It_ • l..I •• M•• c r ?::-e\·e:',":.3.,:i1Je Detention Ac t, uride r

wn i cn , it is c La irned , he :iL~e'" ::;hanai:: p r i son s 'Ni:..'1 de t a i ne e s ..vh o were
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cenv~cted be:o~e ~~ial.

A Leqe d i, Jhan.J.'s :'er..oc:::-:l::i -:u:-;,ed dictat.orial and went bankrupt.

;;nd t he above Justified r ae coup :5.'et:at 0: the a rme d forces and the police

in Feb r ua ry , U66. ~he ~oup ?rcpasanda accused ~~e ~k~ah regime of

cornrm,t tin "many c r irne s on t:,e pr-etext of creating a socialist state ...

Teda'!, ... :n-:r-u.mah and his ne:.... ::lass az e no more. (And) We in Ghana have

taken our r..!es t i ny in to our own hands and broken once and ffor all times

the t y r annv 0: K'..•.ame 'ikrumah. ':'~.e zevo Lut ion was aimed at privilege,,
')'I(~r o r d i crn, ;:-)01' ,ir:.:;).l 'J:;[/.)r-:'.1!":is::l, careerism and the capacity of the ne w

class Nk zurnah built Ut (3ut they would) ~onour the ideals of Pan-
t

J..•. r t co n i arn ·.1n<:1che r i al t he p r i.ric i p e s of emancipated humani ty Today

a ne' ...•Ghana is born of the ashes 0: a nor icund and corrupt system which

c~itte heinous cri::1es

The above is a l t h a t is:; i ve n as :..:,e r e a so ns t.h a t d r ove the coup

p Lz r (~rs !,'J o'le r t h r ow :rkrur:w.: . ~here is ~o slngle word of appreciation

of anything he did. He '..••as wo r se :....'-1a.'1 ~:'"'.e 3ri t:ish a.mp Li c i tly and there-

mernor a ti ve statue ou':side z he ;;a:::-lia.':le:1ta:::-j b u.iLd.i.nq to his name in casual

discuss ions. There is no at: t:e::-.:.:;t:0: e xpLa.in inq why I the accepted Ghanain

hero, turned suddenl,! int:o a ci:::t:ator or t.y::a..t. There is equally no

sugg_st.i'Jn as 1::0 '•.••hat. he ·.vou Ld have used as alternatives. I ·....ould like to

pos t; La t e he r e t ha c except: for his overconfidence i,;1 himself and impatience

inducec by at:~eD?t:s ~n hlS life that: a:.::pa.r-ent:l'j forced him to result to

t.he hated P.:),A., n i s ',IOr:3-: ma i n '~::ir:".es' we r e t' ...•o. One was his planning

ao iLi t ios ·"hir:.:h ',/er, f a r an-e ad of ::lost: 0:) e's canprehension. The second

'"as his zeal :or -:;h,w 's c:'c',,107.er1-: ·.hi:::h he wan te d to equal

his ~odels in t~e develo;ed ~orl~ over ~eo short a time - achievements
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qco f a ; " and

ai s career on a bad :1otel::.\-.,e her:" t aqe ce que a t ae d t o Ghana i:1 the Lonq r un

and to the rest of ,;rr:'ca ne s ou t l i ve d :-::.;;) and '.-1 __ .; oe f e Lr; for a Lone

tine to come. Fo r ins t ancc , n i s p r onounce ment t r.a t there is no universal

~atter:1 of ine.ustr~alisa~ion ~hi=h could serve 3S ::~e per:ect moe.el for

t ions '''ho r e a Li se t ha t I 3.9inS I any '...es t.e rn court rv is ir:relevant to them.

his critics, '''ere se n t.i.nen t a Ll y against him. 3ut some African nations

have t.ak e n : is s t.arid t.oda y for a ce t; er f ut ur e and many critics are net

shocked by socialism esv] Lo nqe r . ?i~all"/, ~e saw Africa as a vast

• ca t t.Leq r ound :or a cold ',/ar as n a zi cn s erne r qe d :r::::m colonialism. Conse-

cuer; tly he '"a:c::ee. a a.i n t; ne o=co Lor.i a Li sra ar.c -::r':"ed to avo id it for Ghana

',Jestern coun t r i e s . Today, neo-colcn:"alis~ .:.s ::~ere~ision most nations

are p r e a ch.i nq gains t f o r t.he y t.:.ee. hane. and foot in it.

But :lkrumah h d '''aned :"'1at neo-c:::l::Jn':"aj,,:"s::\ '" ~ e f f e c t.Lve ne s s can be more

dangerous to our legitima~e aspirations of :reec.om ane. economic inde~en-

dance t han 0 t r i qh r; oo l i t i ca l
14.::o~t.:'ol.1t

•

wou Lo n ee d d cook , -:1.:.:-:;5<:: .•..:.

t ::Cl.?2d to mould ~ligeria.
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::ir. :1. :v.il".l.·II':! I r;f)mmonl'j 1".:10'1111 .rs "Zi:-:" is 100 j,! o i r t h ''''00 can be t e rrned

•
Co 1 ::o-a.~ ead :e 1.i cw 1 • ~ence ~i3 ;rea~ zeal of ~cucat:"o~ ar.d aavancement

through har~ ~f)rk. H.l.S un ive r s i t y e du ca t i on ',/as p ion= e r to Nk r umah i s in

~_r:ler i ca. ',lhile r n ;'mer1.ca, he t r ave l Led 2.."10 t auch t as Nk r urnah wa s to do

la te r . 3eginning in

node r a te elitist po l i ti c s o f ch i e f s anc Love r s c f t z ac i t i on a.l states, he

fo rrned h i s r::",m :::la::-!:'! (or amc l qarn o f '::"'0 »a r t i e s ) in 1944, the National

Coun c i I 0:: 'iiser':"a and Carner oon s (~IC;C) wh i cn was con s i de r e d very radical

and r ovo l u t i on a r y ';J'j t he o l de r n a t i ona Li s t s like O. t'-:.•••olowo when it c a LLe d

not on l y f o r s l:-rule but a Un i.t.e d :iiseria. ?rior to ~~is, the accepted

s ta t.us quo ',/as 'J:: a ;llg,::r1.<.1 that '",as .J. conglomerate 0:: numerous small

and o i.c t r ad.i t i cna l s t a ce s .•... ...own sys_e~s at tlmes

~ach very different fran its ne i.c ncc c.r s : . ~hey woulc :Ce cif::erent bec~use

of age old traditions, histories, et.nni.c units, t r iae s , racial c r oup i nc s

and qe oq r a pn i ca L e nv i r onmcn cs mai n Ly se pa r tee': by vast difficult dl_stan-

ces. 70 un i t e t ne s e was 'fiha t Zik swo r e to do . :'!any circumstances an d

ve s t.ed in t e r e s S o f _h,~ e Li t;e and t r ad.i t i on a I n a t iona Li st s created un£a-

thornab Le f)[;S a c Lec arid ~'l'..: t"'jon<; ::.sok zik as a he r e tic!

Zik's ·"'ea;,:or.s in his brave ',;ar of ·..;.r.':'::"cac.':'on a n c Luded the NCNC,

v iews and is own ;ersonc::li ':..'j arid ora tory techniques Nkrumah was to use

la t.e t: wi. t.h grea t e r succe s s . Zi:-c's comc ina t ion of business and politics

than he achi eve d . His ?ar~'j lacked ::~e ':..:"ght discipline opponents like

This maCE: his

:.;~.! j~ cc~rarable to a 'rabble'

as opposed to !1 is oppone r; t s t who n ad I a rra i e s I At time!, faced with
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"
cppos i ::i on or c r i s e s <;! 'len :':1 ::':-.:2 :;; a::-:y, he ·....ou C. :::"1::ee.t.en to ye sign or

oi
acce p t ed c:'.2:1c;e ~: ::ol.:'cy :0 ~::cr::r.;,.o_ t e t ne :::::'5 S. ~~is is ~~like r.e.-

ti ona Li s t.s like :;kru:r.ah an 1 ~:OI.l?hOl1et.-aoigny ·....ho ·.."culd use r'ut.h Le s s ne s s

7.i.k, hO''''':'I'!r, ',/as in d LS a ,rea:: o r a t.or , tna t; a r t; which to a large

extent. helped h i m t.o gee. much :o~.:.:)·.·;:.:;S :.:::::;;-:'.~~1 t.he :nasses and t..~e

co onlal Of:lC~J~S. He c::l~eiJ ~::c~oted t.he 3ri::ish West Afric~ Terri-

cor i es ?ecerat.10n, an i, ea trie La t e r ne r oe s li:<::e :-.;rcrwnah tried to imple-

7.ik :avoured the creation of

a le :t.-wing soc i a l i s t P r t y , In al :airness, Zik is a hero whose admir-

at zon 13 . n e v ; :.)0 e 1 rii5 humble beginning and

det.e rrai na ti on :~:>r h i.qhe r educ a t i cn :;:30:: :-:e acn.i e ved in 1937. Eis re t.urn

"'- --- .. CCITT.1cn
I

cat.:se of ~igerians ay

join':' ..g 0 .i t i c s at t.he tnen a cc eor.e d l.eve L, n i s ability to r a l l y support,
en er nt r o l r~rJ r ad i c 1 i:'''J1i ics "J_ ::C:;C and ::' ,c:::. -' ....ice acceptance -

I Zii:. I Imo s t be c orn i nq a h ou s e ho l d r. arie e ve r y-ch e r e • His victorious orga-

',/1. 1•.; tour pub 1.1c is ~ng hi rns c 1 f ,

his partJ and collectin :unds to :i:1a:.ce a. delegation to London on

His asitat.lon against ':':le Yor uba dora.ina t.i on of Lagos politics and his

as ce ndancy in ?S7 and se~ate ~::esice!1c! 'nis ascenda.lcy to

?edeyation in 1964 ~ere not

~h~ e b r o 'c;:':. a:::.Ol..l~ c:....e climax of his political coals

SE:: ·1,,~. "':"hr; ;'::l.ar,::.-:: c: r t e r ar.d 3:::':::'5;: .,': s c .:":rica" issued .i n 1945

when :'1e ',/as :..'e ?!:"i:ne :·U_:1l.s:e~ a: ::a:3t:e~l :~ise!:'":a. ::. w i sh to suqqe s t that
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Zik IS ·..;':!ak:1ess ~01. t.ed 3.bO'I~, '2s;:ec:"3.=-_l' n i.s ac ce c t an ce of compromises

'l3J1t.J.'.jl..,S '"hl'::: ha"'.! en ab Led him ':0 survive :0::- S~C!1 a long period i.n

lS
po l i ti c s .

Lum1J!:1c,.1.; '; .'Jrl.)'j 1 -::~n,:r"YI<~!:'si 1 hero to scholars and lay people

boeh In rlfric and OVe~5e3.S sene~ally. The cont:.=oversy stems from the

In Africa, especially

to t no s e in tneir :·..;eneies and t e e n s , !:...u.":1l.:.,.ba i s a Lecerid and a my tri .

To a s e.c t i on o i ~eo.?le :":1 Cor.so, :~':"3 :-.c:-:-.ei3..;.c.,:"'-!."71Uf:1bawas a saviour, a

liberator ~~d therefore a :12.tior.a~ ~ero. :0 oL~ers in the same' Congo,

Lurnurnba 'das a. i::,L00Ct:- i r rs r. .., -:.it.!'11 1 , cc.rrnun i.s t , inv ade r and destroyer of

their ancient. k i nqdorns ' ~o the Be Lq i an govern-

~:: sc~e A:~:"~an :1aeionalists, he was

::-:e ;.a::"0:1a1.:"5ts' 'club', a stooge of com-

~unlsm nd social:"s~.

v i c t im of c i r curns t an t:!5,

t.ne ze :ore an .::'I.fricar. ::1art:.y=. ::1 short, Lumwnba is many negative things

Le _ '1 ::; e xarn i ne ·..•.hat leads to the above conclu-

Lumumbu ''';<1S or i.:'2<1s.:lnt :,a=or.t:.aje ·,'Ii'.o a r t r ac t e d nobody's attention

u r i nc i i.c F)'lth. ·t1i c..'l an -:! :'-2~.e .. ·:..J.r.., :y~.t.! ::J::: mas s i.oh educa t i on , he wa s

po s t o f f i ce ::':"e~:< ·,i!-.O ·,·;as later dismissed for embez::lement.



13

..
':0 make t he be s t; ou ; of ·..•.ha ce ve r s i t ua ci.on s ~e f ound . ne also engaged

in E: ..• ca t i nq hi rnse Lf But doe s not se em to n ave C;01~\:!i nt.o any university

or even out of Congo.

Ironic:all'/, up to 1954, there '...c re no na t i on a i i s t.i c movements i:1

This Gr~a:1iza':ion was called

'~ssociat1.on des 3akongo' ~ut po~u~~r~: cal~ec ~~a~o. ~ing Baudouin, who

at his own accord and, impre s se d ::'" '::...'1ede ve Lopme n t of the co Lony , talked

0_ rJ~'1(.!lop· n<J hu r rnor po Li t i.c a Ll y c rc a t i nq a 'Belgo-Congolese soc i e ty ",

l ike a type of a ccmnonwe ~t..'1 soc ie ':l 0: t r;e 3r1. :':5:1. In 1955, Dece~er.

?rCl:e:ssor. J..• J... 'l , 'fan Bils,.:!:1 pub Li.sc ed :,:"5 "1";:1p Lan de Trente ;'.ns Pour

.,'::::-:1 .. ci pa t i.on PoLi t i que e L'Af r icue Belge" (,; 30 Year Plan for Rolitical

EmanC:1.pat:on of Belg A:rical .::; :,rotcst aqa i ris t; t.he Belgians' luck

of a p roq r e s s i ve A:r:"ca anticipating that if

w~erefore be treated as a civili=e' co~cny. :~is Gocument stirred the

Conqo Le se to ~o a t i ca ::::)r.sec:...:e:--.t Ly , :":1 1956 the Conscience

;'.:ri';.:tir:e, an A:rican cultural ne wspape r puc l i sne c 3. "xan i.fe s to " wh i ch

·....as a mid document b as ed on 3ilsen's plan but; cutting the 30 years to
•

'I'h e :'lanl:esto ''''as un s i cne d . ~~a~o took ~~e matter up wit..'1 a

• ctu III :1ot 'counter' but an imprOvLm'nt

'::3.ni:es::o' J. :::ore e!':1;?::at:"c demand which sounded ex-

sh ou c be grar.::ec. us ':.: is ::a'! ra::::-?r :::-ta-:.de l aye d ano t rte r t h i r t.y years",

tr.e .ioc ocy t a Ix ed of independence.
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•
In .:I.bako,

he r i nq th,=: ~bO'I'=: "'r'Ji:e .J. '_e!C'.ar.· nor;e ' to 3e1-:;ium calling f or many re-

:Or.:1S . '?ace -':8 powe r ' ar.d c a t cr; uc ·...,-ith ::..':.ei:::-3:::-azzaville neighbours

seemed to ha~e ~aught Co~golese 01i-.:es. ~;u:ne:::-O\.:spa r t i e s sp r un q up

"ove rn iqh t ' under e'ld1'.1-23, s crne 3..::1a':"-:;a-:1a::.ee. i::-.,......ediately after forming,

~s ~erriam correctly

records:

"T::ere 'Nas no t , in fact, and never has
been Lrl ~he Congo any L:::-uly :1ational ;:arty .
'I'h e coun tr; ',Ias :nUC!1 LOO r c e and the time
glven it much ::'00 short, for any leader to
emerge '''''-:-.0cou l c n ave c ze a t.e d or.e. ~he poli-
t ic i an s 'Nere :<:-:O'.o!l1i:--. ~,e':'r c·...rn f i e f s but
outside, '"i th :e'" o xce p t i ons , t.h ey and their
p a r t i e s 'Here ... :'O?r..es."17

The cornrno c i cn o f t he :Or::l t i on 0: n u..d r e d s of parties resulted a n

fighLing in eLnnic areas :nosLl} caused by all types of rumour and propa-

gan a used s campa i n man i f e s :QS t o ~a:.:'O :0 10'"i:1g. The Gover:1ment, to

5 trC::!"1 j t..:'1en
18

sesurleJ,p -: up sol'iers in Dany p_aces but f~ghting went on.

Lumumba' 5 par':'! ',vas one 0: -:he rn.i.no r i Ly pa r t i e s supported by his

He called it "Nou verne n t Na tional

Congolais" (:/t:1C) This ~3 one of the few parties which professed to

cc ti'laLe a :::0:1 0 '"i.e.e ~ ~~a~ ~3c~onal :ollowing as op~osed to the oL,er

:"lr.lumba L:~ _reri:ed :Gr nav inq been a "fiery orator w i t.h

and eh rm "/hic:h 3~(2u e ::l nO! 313 l.siar.s as ',.,;e1:' as .;fricans." This gave

hi:n a s~stantial :ollow~:1S. :-:a'1i:-:~ a t ter, 'et: t.'":e Accra Conference of
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Afr~can :ndcr.:;r:!!1f:!cnc:e ::10·fet.'.en~3 :or.,,.~:,.ec. '::;y ::Kru."a."r1 :':1 :::;ecember, 1958

, . ,..l • e "-0'""" ·.~is 'fire' insti-.• ret rrie c ''''it..~ ra eh more :l:::-e :c:::- :":'._e?encen:::: .. ~.

qa t e d a f iqh t, ,~ Cctobe:::-, 1953 ·.vn i ch o rouqr.t; abou c n.i s arrest and con-

sec ent i mpr i sonme n t; to (~al.:1 :.::e "? . ~ . It S t.a t;;S .

'rh,.: unrest 1 n the coun t ry f o r ce d :.:-Ce i::1::c:-:'3.':" c;overnment to. convene

20lea(::(~r n . Lurnumba a. to,od'=!

3russe 15 ::):::- :'.eso::.ia t ion s '",i th the Congolese
\

f r orn 'H'l. son . ':'~,e ne lsian I s gradual re forma-

a rour.· 1:abl.e con:erence :':1

to ry p Lan was re fused and Lurmznc a .::'.e::'.anc.eci:.::ce;:-e::.de::.ce in 1960: This,
T~l'': con tere:1c:e closed en 20 t..'& Feo r ua r y 1960 and Ln de pe nde n ce

'.•as to be gr-anted on 30 h June, 1960. ',.lhat f o Ll cwe d ''''as a race to prep-

30~ ~ere i::. :a?our with a federa':" Co:'.go where r-ec;ions woulc have auton-

0[;.'1· LIlr.1umL<1f i rrnLy a t.oo d for 'OIl(; Conqo ' as his party slogan chanted.

An on June 30, 1960, i nde cende nce was c r an t.e d ' Lumumba became the Prime

: t::1C qovc r nme n t . Tshombe seceded to keep

I the we a l tri 0: ::atanc;a area to n i rr.se Lf and t t.ne r eq i on . Hhat was worse,

Kas avubu and L.L!.r.l\..!T:1.l:)a'tlQulcn o c ac r e e a.'1C :":-:e s t r onq rivalry could not be

conce le 1 ':.0 :.~e pub Li ani Lor.qe r . ~ence came real 'chaos wh i cn cannot

be t o d here - a rmy r e vo Lt s aq a.i n s t ~\...el.r 3elg:..a.'1 conunanders who were

scill on dU~j as ~er- a~r-eemer.:.s 0: :.:-CeConc;olese and Belgian gove~ments,

La r.e r , ':..'-te same alC'::1J',J01l1c r€!'fO_::' against their cwn promoted of f i ce r s ,

spo r ad.i c :H;h cing i::. :::-ce coun :.r-! arid OtS of po Lc.t.i.ca I raur de z s , coups to

ie po s e :<as 'J1":!Ju '~he!:"ein .:..~ ""O~':'':' ce =:>tl..'1c. Lumumoa had organized and coun-

er coups o r q n i s e d '::;'/ :-asa'r";';:'J, :"t.:..":1"..l.-:1Ca ',.Jcule. 'sack' Kasavubu arid
•

'sack' Luraurao a .

n __rj to s 'I'~ t~e s i t.ua ci cn "./~t::"1 :: r,e i r own rrne d forces. Ll!mumba, at
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the same :'i.me ·....ou .1 in v i t;e ,:::e 3el:;iar:s ::0 ::':'-:':'.g :-:-.:'li::ar! aid, t.he n re-

• :ute :::'e Lnv i,t a t i cn . Th e 3el~i.a.::s wou C come or ope r a t e on their own

under t he p r c te x t; 0: sec' r':",:·, f o r ,::-:e:'r c i t i ze n s an d pr ope r t y still

'''1 t.h i n . Lumumba ·.vou d '''S~ u. s. s .~. "s aid i:1 :0r.:1 0: an army, arms and

:;c 'd0U d, 1 ~,esame tL~e ir.vi':e C~:'nese aid, and order the

Jn i t.e d ~lat.:.or.3 0 to: Congo s i ricc t ae i r r e p r e s e n t a t i ve or commander ~"ould

not con ce e d .0 Lumumba' w i s he s.

su?~ression of the Kata:1ga :.-e~e~s. ?'..l':t:'..:-.s :'l:..-:'.L:'::lbaur.de r heavily guarded

r ro s t ·....·}3 use e~j3 - ce causc :-.e ·...•ou Ld s:::'::"l !:"'J11 away until Joseph

:,!abu::'.l'S a rmv ove r t.h r o-.... '::1e con fus e d sovern;,.en:: and deal with Lumumba

'I· LW:1'lf:1b.)"s . S j :;;...;inat::':',:;,ncaused ar.o tnc r s t r onq unrest and war-

:a:.-e for ·....n i cn the ar.:1'! ru Le 0: :,~ajutu a ad ':0 r e c ru i t a ;nercenary army:

T:"10 e s s a s s i na t i on and d.i spo s a l 0: :';,..:..~ur..ta' s rer.e i.ns be c ame another mystery

surrounding t:-:e already Ln co r r iq ib l e and .i.n c re d.i b Le my t.h i ce I hero.

roll! j ii d Lumumba play in the

liberation of Congo?' and "(Tnat was Lt.:nl:..-:lla?' are difficult in getting

Sr:e ::a.;,. e x t r ac ; ~ar:. ariswe r s for the first two

cues t i on s f r om ~1e ac ve des c r ip t i cr:.. is ~o=e di:~icult to extract a

',';hat '''8 can deduce is that partly he

was t.ha c hero capable of p r a.i s i nq his f z i en ds er even the Belgian cordial-

11 r hi.s minut and, L:1 the next m.i nu t.e , '....it..'-1 t..':.e same mouth, inject a

Was he therefore a

clusion one arrives a::, it see~s ::r~e t~at:,

tI?:::-Cf:'i :<'::'sa~~a.:. :'0 :.:CSCOW, f zom ?aris t.c
navana, :"l:..':1'''::-:-':::3.'s :-.:"_'7.eca r r i e s a magic spe 11:
snri. es ~a~~ ~ee:1 e:cec~e~ =0 ~is memory; uni-
ve r s i t i.es , r e se a r ch i ns t i t u t e s , arid clubs have
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b~en named after :Li~, and encless
litanL~s ~~~ st~l_ su~g in nis ~r~ise
by poetS anc literati o~ va~ious ~a-
t i on a Li s t s . "21

..

'10t, Lumurr.ba r.a.r .'..y ~'Jl~d f or one rnon ::, pe ac e ~ullj or one year tur-

bu 10:::1 t 1 Y . ':'hr:: dee p ',/OI..:n-::S he beque a t.hed to his or.qo , however, created

the mGcer.1, p roq r e s s i ve Zai~e na t ion af t e r a coris i de r ab l e period. The les-

son learnt bj other natLOns of A~rica either al~eacy i~cependent or seek-

"'Ile don't wa n r; another Congo here!" The imperial nations also learnt and

:na Ie t..:'e a s s urnpt ion ::~:r'-l!nah nad a I r eady ·.,/ar~ed r. i s f i r s t parliarnent about,

that "Africans are not ready :or i~ce~er.ce!1ce, r...'1eycannot rule them-

..

se _'Ies . "

~e ~Ot his e_e~entary ~ission educa-

tion in :-lala'"i on tLe :iyasalar.-' 0: ::-:e :i.:c,e ce f o re he travelled (he claims

on f ee t ) to Sou t.h .::'.:rica ',ino::re ::.e worke d :or mi ni.nq compan i e s I preparing

He went :or his university education in

rmerica, then Scotl no be:ore ~omi::g to Ghana as a ~edical practioner.

~reecom struggle by his country-

• men '"ho; ,.., >,0?t hi::! : '11j ao r e as t o : :he politics of the Federation of

~he F~der2tior. was

the notorio's ?ar:nership 0: 'horse aoc rice~l, the horse being the

A:~i.,:ans wni Le ':::0:: r ide r ',"'as :::e wni t eraen - :..'1e real 'unholy trinity'.
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l
'!'~is f ede r a t i o n ·..;as t.::2 ~-!ui·;a.le,.-.: '"J: ii r e c t; col cn i aLisrn found in other

Fighting aga~nst th~ ?ederation was not new to Banda because, five

years ago, Bancia 'Has f igh ting its p l ann i.nq in London w i th Nkurnbula of

7~ey tu~ed themselves into

'amtass io r s ' 0:: "e egat_s' 0: :lyasaland and ~Jo.::-t:-.e~ Rriode s i a (~ambia)

Ban~a had writ_~n long and well-considered memoranda, given speeches to

of:icials and sJffipathis ::s and done a 1 ~e cou:c ~r.vain. The Federation

h i . 1 22had been imposed against , ~s w~l . He arri~ed in alantyre In July,

1958. He e 'an by tryilg to reconcile two rival groups in the Cong.::-ess,

He reorganized the

s t r a tegies, :'..~ar.ces an ac t i.v i, c;e s and ',1:",3. t eve r he could think per t a i.ne d

n ta~~~ng to ::~e ~asses, he stressed, like Nkr~~ah or

Azikiwe, non-violence. He had little prcble~ ':'n getting mass following

since all w~re aware of their bie obstac e ~o co '_:::eeaor.l, progress and dig-

ni t/. Like eve r ywhe re else i. Colonial ,;:r'..ca, eve r y.t.ni.nq bad was attri-

1 means. To the

masses, only s anda cou l.d drive it out 0: :::lasa:'a:::::. To them, Sanda "was

t.'1C! 't:n'" Lo c t o r ' '''no ""Juld _ ':::n s e :;y s a l and 0: the cancer of Chit0ganva

- re era tion - ::ne :'\05",5, come to lead ni s peoDle from. bondage i the

:1essiah, t.he C.'1rist-fi:ure who ''''ould de Li ve r .lyasas from opp re s s i on . It

was a process wh~cn stv~pec ~Ot :a.r

':'0 the ·"r.::.tes I 3anda p r e s e nzed an une a sy :eeling, be.i nq a supreme

ex ampl e 0: an ;,fric:an who n ad s uc c eede d '..n t.n e wh i. te man's world. Ba:1da

He once tal repor-

te r s , "In :lyasaland '''<;; me an to ;:02 ::;asterS, arid if that is treason, make

the mo s r; i.t.." Standard, "If
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cornm n i srn '",iL" take me 0 ':' 0:: t r.e ?e"'e:::-atio:;, trie n I'll nave." An d the

Sunday :-!ail '...·ondered :or "how ::l'..!C!1_o:'.ger :11US:: Southern Rhode s i a put up

loll th t.hc car~ r i nq s and ·f:!.?')'..:r:'n"s 0: Dr. :-iasti:1-:: s 3anda? ,,24

Li.ke ~lkrama!1, and demanded an A::::-ica:1 ::lajority in the Legislative

Council if .l,/asaland w s to remain in ::he Fe de r a t i on . This failed. On

the sarne day, 20/1/ 959 were '",as a riot: i:1 Zomba and the Congress's

EZ0ClJti'fe Corrrn i t t.ee met. on an eme r qe ncy note to prepare - for trouble if

ne ed be ~ ;,,::ter t n i s mee t i nq , -:........e ·....:--.o.:.eco u:....:.r! wa s restless. After all,

Banda had swo r n t na c ne was p r e pa r ed to So to prison 'singing hallelujah'

and told his audie .ce;

"T~e,/ c n .Io '",hat :.he:; llke to me.
They can send ~e _0 orison. They can kill
me. - wi Ll ne ve r (jive Up::ly f i ch t, for
f:::-eedom. ~e !1a~e ::0 ~e pre? :::-ed to go to
priJon. ~e ::lust ::'1_ the ?r~sons, millions
of s ... "25

Banda '",as going to :0 re ak -:...'1e's::·..lpid' and 'hellish' Federation.

"This i ffij job an I am soi:-:S to do i::.." :-le declared that even if he

was de po r t ed to the Se ycb e Ll e s like :·la'.carios 0:::- St. Helena like Napolean,

he would still do Lt. :-:e 'd0uld : ~sn:. tr.e ::edera tior. from pr i son . "Even

from the g:::-a':e my S· os': ·....ill r e t ur n ::0 f i qn r; ?ederation". The masses

ne e de d no ch i nq more, L ey »e i:e su r e t na c t..'1ey had a leader, and a brave

one. .;;11 t.hey wai :ed for 'das a command to So ahead arid do their part.

?ebrua:::-"j '''as :1..11 or: "ls::":::-b nc es i n e'/e:::-y small town resulting in police

re i n f or ceme r.t s f r om Sou che r r; ~.odesia ar.c :.he k i Ll i nq of five .;;f:::-icans by

the ;701 ice.

:1a::-ch 2,1353, 'S::,,_r3.::':"o:151;:-::::-is.;:', s imi La r to the October 20th, 1952

"ope r a t i on Jock s co cc ' 0:: ::~"...:,a, r ounde d up Congress leaders and detained
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th ern . Emer;enCI 'Has ie c L ze d and a ::a::k s riadow ::ell on Nyasaland. Sanda,

-his oE~~cers anc. others w~re i~9risor.ed or c.etained and the Congress

bann ed .

Trouble cont:"nued th ugh ove : ~SOO 'Here de t a ine d . Af t.e r the Devlin

released to cane a r.d head the n ew '! f o rrae d :·!a.ia·.•.i. -or.c;ress Party and he Lp

Soon after re-

lease, Sanda we nc on a p r opaq and.a an::: :ac:.-:::..::c.:":1S tour to America and

the United Ki nqd ori where he lectured, wa s a nt e rv i ewed in Tv's and news-

papers. After the Lancaster Cor.stitution Con:erence, elections were held

in :I'fasaland to d e c idc he rate 0:: the ?edera tion. The ,Mala'Hi Congress

Party won ~~d the usual procec.ure :or sradual hanGover of power to

l f..frir::ans vIa::; f o Ll.o .•.cd culmina t i.aq ',:i:.h f u I L i nde pcn de rice on July 6, 1964,

Jyasaland became >Ialawi, a free na tion.

Like ~1ala'"i' s p r e d !c:casors - :ha:1a, ::;u':'r.ea, and Ta:1ganyika, she closed

the cha9ter of strugsle asainst the colonial yoke of the Federation to

ope n t.hat of bu i.Ldi riq a t r ue 1..:.r.~:'2c:. :'!ala'Hi nation. Sefore she fully em-

barked on this, she was con t ron tee. '«:':.."'.an in t e r naL cri sis in G'1e Cabinet,

th'~ 'I(~r/ C0r.0 of the nation! This c ame about, it was alleged, duel to the

highhandedness and non-com9romise approach 0: 3ar.da. ~ tense period

eride d up ',ntl'1 r:.he '-=hi~emDer<:: Pebe Ll i.on ' ·"hich was a great shock, not only

t.o ;A.ala'..;i aut A:rica and :;lan,! ca r t s 0: the wo r Ld , :·lisgi v i nq s a r os e but

t..'1e :-!alawi had to contain ,:~e si :'-lat':"on. )lo '..vc nde r Short records: "It

wa s "l. bitter a r ony :ha":, in less :.~a!1 t a re e rion t.h s after independence,
..
i 3ar.da sh ou l d ha ve to r-a s u l t; eo :"!1e s arae r e s t r i.c t i ve measures as had been

so ~uc~ hated ~hen use ~y t~e =olonial aut~cr:"ties against his own
.... ~

!!jasaland A:ric.:an Con qr e s s . ,,- -;» ,,;':te~ t n i s S:'""'.OlNCO'NTI, t.rie 'P.D .. ;. I as
I
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'::'Jncemned 0: :Ik!:'umah, ':.he '':.!:,~.3.son c t ' ar.d t.he ac t on the legalisinc;

an'C e s r.ab l i s ru nq the 'You nq ?ioneers' as an intec;!:'a":" ;:a!:':: of the Army

a t ·....ho ·....ou Ld dare r a i se a vo i ce >

:1ala·....~' s :orelsn po Li.cy be c arie and still is cor.t r ove r s i aL from ob-

se!:'.,ers' quarte!:'5.
I

3anda decided t.o acapt. a 'Siscretional Alic;nment and

~his means ~~at Banda would not be

tie~ ~o ei~~er west or eastern ~locs ecancnical~! O~ ?olitically. There

E~er!:.h!r.c; would be consid-

ezed when it came and at i. '::5 own mer i, t. arid Barida wouLd oo t; for whatever- ,

ce no obligation :r0m shifting to :.~e opposite side! Some of these stand

cu r r e n t Iy . Cons eque n t.Ly , 'one A:riean ..ations b l ame him for cooperating

- econcru ca Ll y e s pe c i a l Ly - ·Nit..'1?_".c:::es:'a, 50\,;::':''1 .;':rica and fo rrner Por-

This as ,,"'/<::n·,;or. :.:'::1 -'':'s:a·/0'.1:- f r orn f orrner great

':riends like Nyerere. Per, aps c;eogra;:hical factors and ~conomic pressures

force Banda to :0110'.'" his s pe c i a I po Li cy whi cn makes him unpopular with

his neighbours.

:-:a a'...•i has a130 ccme uride r c r i t i c i sra f zom .;':::-ic3.r. r.a t i ons and over-

seas nations ce cau se o f SGr:1eof ne r ::olitical co nduc t and overtones which

the c:ritics do not rec; rd as !:'eallj democratic, t.he critics see these as

~ore despotic t..'1an der:locratic. Banca seems, however, impervious to these,

Wit~ all due !:'espect,

eccnor:1j and :or~i~n POL!CY .3.Smer.tic~ec above, he steers economic deve:op-

~ent ~roj~cts cowa~ds ~here he ~eel5 ~~ey ~ill ~elp ~alawi best, he is ,
the =hie': advisor on ~orals and c~l:.~re gene!:'ally, he influences educa-
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tional po l i.c i e s in the .ountry a nd cce s a Lmo s t; e ve r y t.h i nq else that per-

• tain to Malawi's w~llb~i:1~. l::: is, feel, :air ~o conclude that Banda

is the main man on :1ala'N'i' 5 state sh i p he Irn and steers trie ship wi th con-

fidence t.owa r d s- the direction he ·...•ould Li.k e to see i': i:npervious to, and

a~id cr~t~cisms.

Banda' 5 successor, if he ·,;i.1.1 not ::oe exact i' like' him, which is un-

likeli', will ha~e a dif~icult shi? to steer and :night be found attempting

to change 3. par t; of the course, r.ot wi. thou t some rough sailing. The

s ccessor will be more gra~eful :~r s,:a~iliti' and tradition created

since Banda steered roughly out 0: the troubled waters of Welensky's

Feri8 ra cion,

Son 0: a Ch r i s t i ari p r e acne r , :\3.IJ::c..a',;as c r cuch t; up by his rnot.h e r

because the father died ·"hen Ke n nc t n '..;as relatively young. Unlike

tIkr·.lmah, !,ziy.~·,,'O!, Ba nda a r.d ma::,! OL'1er nat.ionalists, Kaunda's life was

:1Oe an an y '.-Ial c r ama t.i c before ce i nq :·..:lll e nc ac ed in, po Li t acs . He get

onli' an e~eme!1tar'l le~el 0: education at home qualifying him to be a

~ri~ar! school teacher - a jo::o he c.ic. thoroughly well. Kaunda was born

and gre·" i:1 a coun t r y w i t.n o rc an i se d political bod i.e s and so could not

28
in his teaching days. Hcwever,

;I.bil:usita's Congress is ~oi:1ed as a teacher
t

arid be c arne

its secre~arj in 135u. :·!bikusi t a Le f ; :.:-.e Congress, changed his name to

Lewan ika and ·../~nt to ·tlelensf:.i' to co Ll aco r a ce on the p r opo se d Federation.
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:'he Le ade r sh i p of z he .o n _ r e s s 'das le it t.:) ::ar:::-j :j}('wnbu~a unde r whom

• xa un a s e rve d as s e c r e ta r v qe ne r a l ::)::- :i'le years, a t; times covering

Kaunda's political enemy riumber one, Li k e 3a!1ca, was the unholy Fed-

fI(~ r;ppos(~d i t .)t home during the negotiation? unsuccessfully.

Kaunda and tlkumbula o r qan i.s ed a '~lour::.ins Day I, to mourn ove r the imposi-

tion of the F~deration. ~1any employees who ·..•.ent on strike in 'mourning'

wer e d i srni s s ed . Then Nk urnbuLa and Kaurida o r c an i s ed s eve r a I boycotts

es?~cially in 9rotest against racialis~, disc::-i~ination in shops and pub-

lic places very successf~~lj. La t.e r , ~rkumi.:)U_aand :<:aunda '..•.ere arres ted

d \., -'" h . f h i d l' 29 d .an c"ar,]r:!·.l ',Il'::t t E: 1.,OS3E:SS10n0 pro .ib i t e r t e r a t.ur e an conv i c t.ed

Eor two months jail each.

.. f...s it turned out La t.e r , t.'-1<2Jail ·..•.as Ka unda , s first experience and

had strong eE:ects on hin. r:e gai:1ed t ne "? ~." sta t.us and became a typi-

ca 1, hard co r e , Gan dh i, t1?E: po I i LC i an . ::av i:1g abs tained from drinking

and smoking as a Christian child 0: A:::-ica ane also,abstained from crink-

ing tea and co f fee, he now be c arne a 5 taunch ve ce t a r i an . On the other

side, dY.l.l..wula, t zy inc to cove r up ",'~3.t. ::e :iad lost when in prison stopped

be i.nq very consistent to the ide a Ls o f t..'-1epa r t y and rather uncooperative

wi h ~ Im~a as the latter notec whe!1 both went to London to ~ress their

demand o f self-rule and lobby :'U?' s or. ::::e Fe de r a t i.on early in 1957. They

achieved no t.a i nq co nse quen r.Ly . Ho',,'e'le.r-, Kaunda '..•.as able to study SOMe

local "over!"'.r.".ent and po Li.c i ca L Lns t i t.ut ioris .
t

aack to N. Rho ie s i a , :<:aur.ea broke f r orn narry Nkumbu1a , s Congress

because they coulj not ag:::-ee on ::he '953 ~nnox - Boyd elections. Kaanda,

as one o f the "angrj lounS rae n " EOIT.1edZamoi a Af r i c an National Congress

(ZAl\lC) . 30wit.'-1 :<:aunda as the ?res~eent. :'his party took a very radical
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tone as com~ar0d!::') tlkl!!nbula's ?ar':.!. :;::.s member sh i p soon became large

and ve ir] active. It was seon ~anned and i~s leaders, Kaunda included,

»e re de ta ined at Borna. However, one o~ i,:s ~eaders who escaped arrest

fonned the "Africa Nationa_ Independence ?ar::.y" (ANIP) at the copper belt.

Kaunda's inspira tion to na t io na l i s t s and :~. :li1odesians as a whole had a

veri strong impact on em. Hence, even ·..;r.e:1:;e 'Has de tained arid con-

sequentl, jal ed in Lusak and SalisburJ, ?Olitical agitation and activi-

ties still co nr i nue d and k ept; t:-.e _o'le~.;:1e:1~ busy and uneasy. The party

e ade r s r ernemoc r cd Y.:ilunda' s s~,~~c~es, e s pe c ia" ly the last one before

arrest when he said,

'''Ilhate'le!:" t ne con s eque nc e s , we are
prepared to pay the price of freedom in
t h i s coun try. Za.1\bia (rne a n.inq Z;'''':·iC) may
be ban ne d , pub Li c ::leetlngs ::lay be banned,
but th spirit of Zarnb i a , ·-:ill :narch on
until in ie pe ade r.ce is ob t a i.r.ed . "31

The many small parties in o;:e!:"a::~on :-:lerged 1.:1 959 t@ form "Un;ted

National Independence Pa r ty " (U~II?) and ;'.:;I? ::lerged and was t.he r e f or e no

more. ~hen Kaunda leEt prison in January, 1960, the party he found was

'11I? for wn ich he p a.i d his mernber s n i.p to sig ify his support. Soon

he took ore i: i t s presi ie ncy -'/i1e:1 :::-.e :':-.e:1 :;resic.ent, :.1. Chona stood down

" ..ro r film. r n -:11:; L,dr':.!, (\,~ ':J L l e d f o r "Dl.scl.pline, Patience, Lo y a I ty arid

:lon-'/iole:1ce" s ho•...'i:1g t.'1at ne wa s s t i l I hard on the Gandhi trail in search

of f r e edom . ~e made puo l i c also ':hat cie sc i t.e being jailed, he had no

il feeling against anyone because:

"."\ rnan "../:---.CJ '-j.J.~:-:c!:s ~')r.e·/ ·~:.-:rects .0

be s t; nq ';)'! ~,~.~j. :;: am t!1c!:~fore not
ernbi t ered a nd r have ccrie out -,/~th a
clear coris c i e ..':c." 32
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Kaunda s t re s s e d a l so that he ',.•as not against E:uropeans who would stay

in Zambia a::; c i t i zc ns 1ike e<!uals of ,:>':r':'cans. The whi te men he was

aqa i.ns t 'tJas the one wan ting to r erna i n a 'demi -god'. He wanted freedom

from colonial interference :or Africa~s ~o ~ake ~~eir own destiny in

their hands '::'len a t; t.h e expense of the A:ricans making rni s t.ak e s .

Kaunda's UNIF had :10 :ina~cial backing and so he had to go to the

U.3.1' .. for p r opaq a nda and f und r a i s i.nq , Britian to urge the granting of

independe~ce i!1 October 1960 as N. ?hodesian masses had come to demand

and came thr ouqh Cgjpt con t ac t i.nc Nas s e r , wh o actually gave financial

support. It was a trying moment when he arrived and tried to convince

the mass~s tllat inde~endencc would not be granted in October, after his

over three months absence. Howe ve r , t.ae people had confid,ence in him.

cram that time, Kaunda and some of his senior men underwent serious cold
!

wars and outbursts :rom =he Federation of:icials led by ROj Welensky.

Welensky wou Ld tease Ka ur.da 0::- hu.-::ilia t.e him whether in central Africa
1

or in London negotiating 'tJi~'1 lan ~·~acLeod, '.:.!1ecolonial secretary. Stor-

my discussions, wa Lk+ou t.s and other t ype s 0: hostilities t.owar ds Africans

ensued e i.med at f o r c i nq Ka und a to accept a _c'Her role which he refused

until :1acLeod d'.tcided in f avou r 0: the wru t es at the Federation.

Tht:! 1')Ij 2 >1.,lcLeod Cons ti t t i.on 'Has t.'1e di rect product of these nego-

tiations. It gOt t.o _:or~;,ern ?hodesia 1:0 raee t, hot tempers solidly opposed

to it as una cc ep r.ab.l e : .:'.t t::~s ':.!..l1e, even :<.aunda could not control the

~aS3es. . , ,O::-OKe. ?ic;hti:;g, looting, situpas (identity

ce r t i f ic a te s ) wer e burn= pub Li c Ly . Kaunda lamented that he had preached

non-violence :or lor.g fears cut; .1.'- ::as now come and he was powerless to

control , ~- '-. :1;; bLamed nocody ~~e culprit was obviously

~acLeod ~ho favoured ~elensky agains~ se~se and reason. Kaunda had to go,
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back to Brt za i n ':.0 p r os s :·Iac_cod :'0 cn anqe t.he constitution. On return-

ing home, h~ cu rn t; his si ::,ur>a puo l i c Ly in de f i an ce but was not jailed

lke those ~ho burnt t~ei~s ear:ie~. >lacLeod nad to change the cor.sti tu-

!
t io n if ther-e ',.,ras going to be peace and t.rie r e was no a Lt.e r na t i ve , the

masses were adaman~ and were not prepared ::0 compromise! With delays,

struggles and di s appo i n trae n t s , :1. ?.hodesians got internal self-rule with

Kaunda as L~e ?rime ~!i:;ister- ::L.C ',;en::: up tne usual b i e r ar ch i ca L ladder

to f i::' e~_ndence in 1364 as Za~ia. 3ut the hardworking true hero

0_ Zambia 'rlh() wou Ld not r-jivc i n to frustration says t.h a t; looking back at

the who Le st r uqq i e , ::.''1ey canno t forge:: e::tirely t.'1e days of imprisonment,

and ie c Lar e s tria t t.he memories served

to broaden their minds. T~erefo~e, they can forgive and have no place
I

for bi. t t e rn e s s .

Independence won , Ka~lda a~d the =a:~ians had to toe t:'e line fami-
1

liar to L'lOSe who became ine:!c!./~nder.t earlier in the form of challenges of

nationa_ buildinc; through social, political and economic development.

CnLi.ke her neighbour I ':'a::c;ar.yi:'"a , she had many settlers and the rich

copper belt which ',.,re~e to ce t ze a t ed ·..;i:...:': riuc h caution if they had to

main tain Zaf:1..biaI s eco oray a nd i;:\pr::::ve i t; for the good of the Zambians,

n0t eztloiters as in colo~ial ':i~es. _:: 1963, Kaunda had said that Zambia

~as to cre te a society in which private enterprise would play its full

Ddr ::,~ oc 1 ieved :'!1Cl ': it was only the combined and

intec;rated efforts of the ·:;o'/er:-:..-ner.t and private enterprise which wouLd

bring about a heal_hy deve:::::pment 0: t~e natural resour.:::es and utilise

- '.,' 5 ::i::-.2 ::.) i::lp emen t the above and soon af t.e r

Lnde pe nde nce J Za.rnb.i.a 'Has ea zed :.o·;·;a~ds :':--1i. s. COQsequently, ~griculture,

indus c ry ane:! ra.ini nq , e spec i 111' 0: c oc ce r ::;roduced results t.ha t, Zambia can
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be proud of,

To make the above ~oss~~le I :<aunda aa s k e p t; the government firmly
I

in h i s hands to create s t.ab i Li t.y 3.:1d se cu r i ty ',.,rit~ commendable success

in '/iew of Zambia's fighting neighbours and her geographical positioning

and e nv i ronme n t . He declared war against nationals and non-nationals

soon a:ter ~nde!?endence if c:'ey tried sabotage,

"Government :'5 going ':0 crack down
very heavily on any niscn~ev~ous persons
trying to fan :la~es 0: tribalism or
r , c ia l i .rm an'/·llh".,..(· "- ~ .. _--, 33

Y-aunda e nc ou raqe s coris t r uc t i.ve criticisms but reminds his audience that

'Africa is not Hyde Park Co rne r ' wne r e mo b orators can propound any

'preposterous political ph i.Los opny ' k nowi nq that public will not take

him seriously,

'''tie are enga:;ed in a Li f e and dea th
struggle to preserve national integrity
an prevent :ragnentation through region-
alism and tribalism. It is our duty to
maintain ~~e strictest control over indi-
viduals or movements '...•1'10 may attempt to
drive a ·...•edqe anor.q s t; our people and
s read dissension ar.d s ucve r s ion ;" 34

/'.3 men t i oned above , r;i'/en ':..'-1e c i r cums t an c e s t.ha t, surrcund Zo.mbia, one

can un de r s t.arid ',.,rhy:'e s t.a t.ed cnus . ~his was not a mere political speech,

:<aunda c3.11~d on all Z<ll,,:,~ians, black and white, to throw their lot

'r/ith t.n e n ew n a t i.on and "ad j us c ' :rcn t.he colonial mentality and legacy,

He fi~ly maintdlned ':..~at ~~e perso~ concerned nac to c~~~it himself to

the nc:',.,rnation'::; destiny ·.·/illi:-.:;l; arid ic.ent':':"/ oneself w i t.h the nation
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sharing the ho~es, fears and s~anding :irn Ni:h G~e nation even Ft times

of hardships concluCing t~a~,

":'lodern ,'..Erica is :;0 place for the
uncommitted. ::"ife here demands cool nerves,
perp tual optimism and great faith in human
poss Lb ill ties. "35

Tl?ical philosopher, C~ristian and nat~on builder's rhetorics - but to

Ka~~da, they are pr ctical and Zawbia ~as demonstrated.

It woul d be incomplete to discuss Ka·..mda and conclude without a

·,.,ord about his Pan-'fricanist nature or humanism. He began taking inter-

est in Pan-Africanism in 1954 Hoen he ~ried to organise a neeting at

Lusaka. After p rc ; ara tions I t ne co Lon i a I au thori tie s barred the entry

of the African delegates, so the meeting did not materialise. But Kaunda's

interest continued ma~ing hi~ the Cha~r.nan 0: the Pan-Africanism successor

in Ea s t.e rn Af r i ca , the PAF:·:ECSAor Pa:1 African Fre,edom Movement of East,

Central and South A:rica. ~e carries ::.e de:unct movements principles

of helping the still colonised ~ro~hers to :ree tnemselves. Hence his

support of liberation mo verae nt.s :':-.. :....,go_a, :1ozambique, South Africa and

currently SOUL'1er Rhodesians. 36 !-:O'..«e ver I having successfully managed to

carry his people w i th him, as ue believes t.ha t; that is the first duty of

a leader, he is still ~t:ered with one failure - fo carry the people

with him f rcm dri king wh i.cn he calls a "cancer".

37:rl2REP.E F T:;I!C;'.NYI;(';

Al triouqn born to a mi no r Chi e f , n i s o i r th in 1922 war r an ts being
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~egarded as a low birth. ne ~imse_: does r.ot boast of a. high birth ar.d

upbringing. Howeve r , ~l'lere~e ·..,rasb r ouc h t; up locally and, like many
I

others, e ucated in a local ~ission school be:ore becoming a teacher and

later proceeding to :1akerere Uni ve r s i, ty Co .rec e . Eis education terminated

in Edinburg fran 'H e re he re turned in 952 ':0 resume his teaching career.

His de e p po Litical concern mature d up when he 'Has in Edinburg and culmi-

nated in h i s w r i t i nc a manuscript entitled "The Race Problem in East

A:rica" in '...•hich h asserted that only t.ar ouqh social, political and

econ0mis ~~uality could East A:~ica prosress. The practised system in

whi ch the whi,tes ',/ere regarded '...•i th raaqn i f i.ed superiori ty in every way,

f o Ll.owe-I h'/ the l\~i.atics an t he Africans coming in last and rnere Ly as

'a d r awe r of wate r and hewer or ·...•ood ," :.Jyer e r e was sure, would lead to no

·...•here i.n "he foreseeab e future i: not to doom.

. yerere joined Tans~,yika A:rican Association (TAA) the party that

he led after w i nn Lnq in the 1953 party elections. He proved to be a man,

though soft spoken, of high quality lea~ershi?, and of equally high quali-

ty pe r son a L charm. St.ephens r ccor ds t..:,at " ... it was Nyerere IS abili ty

to express the deeply held but i~chcate :eeli:1ss.of his fellow Africans,

and to wor~ s ccessfully in a hazarcous situation which constituted the

rnai n sources of his t r ernendo us au trio r i cl and ,prestige as a national
~p.

J .;.),j,,!," . ,,~, fiT! 1:1'1 ',lOn LiCl[)1l1 r i t y arid larGe following, like Nkrurnah,

he considered TAA too elitist and conservative for the type of party that

he felt ·...•01.1d be able :':0 pr es s for his coun t ry t s needs. He therefore

:0r::led the .nore rni Li t.an t; arid corrraon :nan's TanganyiKa A~rican ~ation

:jnion (T.:'.dU) in 1954. ':'his d id r.o c or.Lv press f6r the A:ricans I welfare

and r iqh t.s but; demande d "sel:-,;ove~;-.;,.e:;:." and reminded the British govern-

men t; that 'I'anq any i.ka ·.vas not a "C~O""l1CoLcny '' but a "Trust Ter:ritory" ~
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This ',/as too r-evo Lu t io na r v ' Eve n che Chie f s vo i ce d the view, Although

they supported !Iyerer,= in his move s , at t.n.i s ;'J.I1cture, they abstained to

fo Ll ow him and began t..'le attitude of 'wa i c a nd see' instead of, pn the

other hand, either condemning h i.rn publicly as was happening to Kenyatta

or was going to happe n to Kaun da . :j~~ah was already facing the opposi-

tion. Lurnwnba was ';oinc; to have t::e greatest opposition from Chiefs in

the late 1950's. However, Nyerere pressed on and had to travel to New

York to present an oral peti::ion to tr.e United Nations Officials on the

above subject.

In 1955, ~yerere was forced to choose between politics and teaching

and opted for the !.or:ne r by re signing from t e ac h.inq . Consequently, due

I
to his full time devotion to che organisation of TANUand political life

in general, TNIU gained more r.1embership and opened more branches, the

1
qove r nmer. t t e rraed ~- rnore "an t.i+n a t i.ve au t.ho r i ty ' and closed 11 district

• branches be':',/een IJ54-1'JS8, ::ycrere be carne rr.or e militant and fiery in

his addresses and could utter s ucn s t.a t emen t s as, "We are prepared to

li ve w i, th the memoer s of other races .. , bu t; ".;e are not prepared to be

ruled 0'/ ·:-tem." 39 In 1957, the Gree:1 Sh .ir t s worn as un i, form by the

•

T;·.liU League ',le re p roh i.b i ted, SOr.1eTt-.NUschools were closed and Nyerere

was p ron i.b i t.ed from addressi nq ope n air ::-Ieetir:gs as was his habit since

!1e resigned from teaching, i:1 his many long joorneys in the rural areas

as he organised party branches, sold ~~~U to the people and preached the

gosr~l of freedom~ Despi::e the restrictions, TANUgrew and ideas were

:10Wspread ';::,y.iye re r e in sraa Ll. indoo r rnee t i nq s and his publication or

the .;jG\ ti i.J. -::r,.tiU or ''':"he F)ice of. ,,:":'~:jLJ'newsletter whi ch was read widely.

One of :fyerere IS :nost use r u ; po Li t i ca I ',./eapon was the i<iswahi li Lanq uaqe

which was , and is the li:-"cl!3. :raJ1Ca f r om t.~e coast to the Lake Victoria
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which was spoken by most. ::e could then comrnuni ca t.e directly and cispen-

.. I
3ed w i t h int':!rpr<.~!:<.!rs, un Li z e Barida , !<.enyat!:.:1 arid Obote. A second .:1dvan-

tage, as said e a r l i.e r , '''as t.'1e non-commi t t a i Chi e f s whose rank and file

increased daily.

When Nyerere presented his Oral ?et~tion to the United Nations, he

emphasized the three main issues. P.e re:ected the report of the 1954

'lisiting Commission which claimec that ~anganyika could be self-governing

only after 20-25 years because t.'1e country was too backward and hence

unp rc pa re d . ~!yerere pii t his ta::,-;et to 10-12 years. His second main

issue was on the :u tur cons t i t.ut i ona L development of Tanganyika. He

acce p ted the principle of multi-racial de ve Lopmen t; on condition that t.'1e

goverrunent accepted the pe r arnoun t cy 0: t ae ,;:ricans whose population was

the majori t'! and who owne d the soi _. 1:1 "his, he condemned the principle

of "indiscriminat.e immigration." 'de n ave :10 de s i r e to see our country

.. used as a s a f e t y va Lve f or the surplus ;:o!?ulation of Asia, Europe, or

f or that rnat t.e r , Ame r i ca . I'le have t:--.ere:ore s ta te d publicly that we

shall OppOSE: indiscr-i:ninatei:n.-:ligration . ,,40 Fi:1ally, there w~s the ques-

tion of the notoriously urieq al education. ::e expounde d and hammered

more on this in Decem er 1956 when he addressed the fourth committee of

the same Uni ted Nat.i o n . He analysed that nearly all the European and

Asian children of school age -;0 to school while only about 40% of Africans

co. Howe?er, out of :he &3,200,000 set asice for education in the coun-

":ry, the 25,0(1) Eur ope a ns got &800,000, t.'1e 70,000 Asians got &800,000

and the 8,000,000 Africans get. ~800,OOO. hat is what was termed equal-

i ty by the :;ovenor in 'I'a nq eny i.ka . 0: course the Africans protested,

though not. vo i ce d , T;·_IU '..:a5 vo i c i r.c . - ::0 the U.)I. to i.n s t i.1 some sense

to the governor's admi n i s t r a t ion . ~!yerere concluded by stating, "We shall
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- oppose discrimination On the g~our.ds of ~ace, colour or creed. But we

are not prepared td se~ any section of our ~eople treated as second class-,.,
ra t~ ci ti zens in our own

41
coun try. " ~is ~nd :inpl Oral Hearing

of June 1957 pressed on the right for reasonab~e, inc~eased African rep-

resentation in ~~e gover~~ent's a~~i~istration ~achineries - A:ricans

could be t least half the non-Africans - ~nd w~e principle of the univer-

sal adult franchise as opposed to w~e co~unal roll in operation. The

common roll about to De i.nt roduce d was also unsatisfactory to TANUbecause

it '''as going to be so restricted tha ; t.ne ;najority of the 'taxpayers'

42
and even those pr e pa re d "to die f or t.he country in case of war." Nyerere

and TMIU, how~ver, believed in moderation and gradualism he emph8.sized.

It should be noted that as he wen t; to New York, he would pass through

London, and even in ;Ie'" York , he ',·/Quld ce rallying support from the

l' , d h ' ' 43?ar 1ament~r1ans an ot,er s~pa~'isers,

The height of ~I,!erere I s part'! po L; ::":'cs carne in the 1958 ~lwanza

riots. He was arrested and tried for ~avi~g ~een seditious i~ his writ-

ings which al_ogedl,! caused ::he con~lict, As was the colonial '''ay, he

was f ound guilty and sentenced to e i trie r six mon t,...•s .j a i I or ~q50 fine.

'!:'hrough a s':.j?er:' po Li,tical ::;anoe'J.·l~e of L'1e ;O·ler:--.or, this episode whi ch
I

th r ee tened a crisis, '''as utilized :or t:--.e better. The government de-

r; a r ed t:h,J it was now p re pa re d to '''or!-c with TANUon a future constitu-
~

tion in which the Africans ,,,ill be a majori ty since they had all through

is no t .i ntende d and ne ve r ;"as cee:1 Ln t.ende d that parity should be a per-

::1anent ~ ,44:'=:2. t uz e . '

TIl.tfUs'de;::c:. -:.'-1e s e a t s » : t r.e ::'932 arid ::'959 despite the disadvantages

they had ce en put into i:1 f az our o : ::'1e n i nc r i ty races. The gover:tment
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cou l d not:. de ny t:~em s c l f :I0'lcrrunent. any longer. In Sep~ember 1960, TANU

~ operated a res?onsi~le g0v~rr~ent. 1:1 r.ae e r.s u i nq election, TANU again

swe p t all the seats. ;".11 i nde pe nde nce c ay wa s set for 28/12/61 but inde-

pendence was ~orn earlier. on 9/12/6i: ::::-o"icd_Iy I there we r e so cordial

r e Let i cn sh.i ps be cwee n the goverrunent and Governor, Sir Richard Turnbull,

especially, that: TA.\ltj and ~jyerere re que s t ed t...•e 3ri tish goverrunent to

lend them Sir ?ichard to ne Lp ?~:;t; ou i.Ld ':~eir government; a request which

was accepted and implenent.ed. The:1 o~e~ed the next chapter of Tanganyika's

his to r y . In ':...•~ 'Norcs '):: C. Le ys , " ... Inde. endence brought not only joy

to many Africans but also a nagglng sense of uncertainty about the sub-

_ 45
stance ot frc(:r:!an."

In his campe i qn and Tl'.NU rallying ac t i.v i t i e s , Nye r'e re coined the

s logan or mot t o , "Uhur u na Kazi:" or "Freedom and Working." Consequently

the new nation tha t eme r qed was awa r e t ha t f r e edorn did not mean 'no tax-

ation I no 'f,orking I no more la' .... and order. sharing of all foreigner proper ty I

as rumour had it, In Zaire ar.c :'!al.c.'di a -.: some t i.me, If anytrh i.nq ,

freedom meant mor e work i nq and harder ·....o rx i nq to build the nation. ,
Tanganyika I to some extent I nad some adv an t ace s over other places for the

i;nplementation of t.~e above. She had :10 strongly opposing Chiefs like
t

Nkrurnah's Asantehene or Azi.k i we ' s regional Kings or obot.e ' s Kabaka and

other Chiefs. F'Jre 1.CJh c apL t.a L had not been poured nearly everywhere in

t he coun t.ri like in xe nya whe r e big trading premises, companies and the

""nite highlands' ca us ed !!lUC~ co nc e rn to both the new Kenyatta's nation

and the i~r~rial government. ~acial a~tagonism was not at as high a note

as in (,enY-'lt .:1' s t:enj' or Kaun da J s Za.clJia. Excep t; for the Hilliam Diamond

:1ines, Lite unde r liirFJ na t ur a l ·,·/ea.].. ::~1was not as attractive as Kaunda' s

copper. Fin3.11y, t...•e trusteeship ?Olic~es had not been as destructive in
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Tanganyika as in ~he re t o~ Africa ~hat we have so f~r ~iscussed. Con-

..
sequen tly, Tan-:Janyika was the mos t icea_ state ne ar e s t to the 'tabula

rossa' si tua t ion that a y national:'s t ',/:' -:h t::e arr.c i t ion of creating an

arnaqe of his notions would have l~<ed. Yet, the sa.:ne po int s that we

have noted as 'positive' here can be used ~or negativity except that of

racism because they mean that Tanganyika '...•as a Irnos t; bare of materials

coriduc ive to quick rnode rn economic eve Lcpraen t . Actually, the only real

potential Nyerere had was his 8,000,000 ~eo?le for that large territory

grau~~d in av~r 120 ethnic jrou~s~

The weakness of Nyerere's assett was the fact that having been open

o th- lat0r ~~ntury slave trade, and the consequent colonisation by

t·....o European powers, Tanganyikan pe op l e had been reduced to timid ethnic

qr oups , s us pi c i.cus of foreigners and ....·ith no self confidence in their

46
abili ty as Nyerere discovered i n his T.;;~lJ activity days. Nyerere IS

first main oos t; c l e ta',/ards c r ea t i n« a n tion '''as the erasing of this

i?athetic situation; with only t:'e ~iswahil~ 12nc~ace as his medi~ which..• ...• \- ~

most pe opLe could understand. :-:e d i d 'dcncers i r, creating the intended,
national loyalty. Nyerere t:'en enbarkec in ecor.omic ventures. Getting

f or-e i qn aids in La r qe sums ·...•as not po s s ib Le f or no attraction existed for,
the donor countries. Foreign p r i.var;e i.nve s tr-en t; was ,equally difficult.

Trji!1g to ge t loans 'Has as bad because the terms for t.hes e loans looked

"lery bad for him since ter:ns of such loar.s include as speedy repayment

3ut how would Tanganyika raise t.1-}ese

r epe yrien t s ',jhen ne i t he r the 3. r i cu l.tur a I nor the industrial projects that

donors wouLd like to f inaric e "'ie:-e e i t.he r unsuitable, not po s s ib Le , or

w ouLd ta.i:e tGO Lone 1:':) rna cu r c > :://;!:- re e ndcd up by c t t inc a ids mostly

J

from L'1e socialist c a r Eas t; i ik e Chi na ',;:--.0 ·.•••cu Ld e i the r dona t.e or loan
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under conditions t~at ar~ near donation.

The aco ve has c rea c d t'NO mall".:eatu::-es0: t.oday's anz.ania-

oing ocialls~ ~nd a ~olicl of se_=-::-eliar.ce, to the extent of almost

cu t t i n he rse lf 0:: from her neighbours and the ;";estern Surope and the

Ame r i ca s • She terms all ~~ese capitalists and has developed a cold war

against: t.h em , ce ve Lop i.nq to an ac t.uaI »e: w i tn Cganda recently whioh, to

some extent, is still in ~rogress. ~he ~ethods used by ~yerere to arrive

to the above i~clude th- mobilisation of youth for a type of na~ional

ser/lce even at universitj level, education geared to what is called

self-reliance, cut:ti~g o:r ex?enditure on higher learning - considered

'i~0rj tow~::-'~o Einanc~ t'!;J€o f un i ve rsaI basic education. T~1is has

:orced her to cut herself o_f :ron the 2ast A:rican Certi:icate of Edu-

cation at "0" and "A" levels ',..rhichis practised by Kenya and Uq anda....
jointly in w hi ch Tanganjika was a meraoe r . She was also forced to close

• her inte::-national bord rs with Kenya and 'ganda, at the same time develop-

ing a ra trier hostile attitude t.oward s :'!a1a',..ri.~"Ierere also practices
i

salary sca I e s of his own wh ich are c La i rr.ed to be Lo-..••er than those of her

neighbours. This scal helps raa.i nIy to bridge L~e gap between the

salaries of the common m n and ~hat 0: higher class in the ministerial

to civil se rvan t; and company execu t i.ve cadres. ~he nationalisation per-

:or.ned in the la t 19 Os and earLy 1970s '...•as geared to discourage capit-

alism and ?rovide the count::-ywith ~ore incone and jobs since all in

~ nganj:kan ~oll L~ ,~ 1i ja ~~a' or ~dtional .ropertj. Ho...,ev~c,~ more
,.

f asc i na t:i~S 30C Lc+e c oncrai c s t::-uc::·..:rei s the Uju:11acl.I roughly translated

socialism. ~his is a c::-eation 0: early 1970s and so dif:icult to judge

as _ r as p rac t i cab i.lit'! nd.j cces s 0::- 0 h e rw i se a re concerned. Ujumaa

villages i aye b~~I_nse t; u bj ::'U'::! Tan::a!La n s t nom se Lve s w i th fJov rnment
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direction and little o~~er assistance on sel:-~elp ~asis. The units have

'" trie i r own land units and do their own p Lan n.inq and pr od uc ti o n with some

c iv i I g11idance, t.he n s ha r e their p ro f i t s like coope r a t i.ve s . Since suc-

cess for such schemes d>pends on ~a:1y :actors, seme natural like rainfall

which is erratic in large portions 0: Tanq any ika arid some man-made like the

efforts put .in t.he projects, we; 'di.i.l ce f or ce d to consider the scheme as

an experiment until it has matured up , Othe~Hise, if it succeeds,

~yerere has a wonderful treasure to bequea~~ to ~is successor d.~d the

nation as a ~hole, I': wo ul.d be i nccrnp Le t e to conclude t.h i s section

'...•ithout mentioning th a t; the ~yerere cove r nnen t is also greatly decentra-

lised in favour of regions and has am;Jle executive powers at the regional

levels to enable speedy actions 0: Ujarnaa matters.

,;pOLO :--ilL"l'0'~ CBOTE OF UGA.NDA

Obote is son of a poor suo=coun r ry Clief 0: Lango area born in 1925.

~is ambitious father PUt him throuc;h a ~ission pri~ary school at Lira,

Junior Secondary, 3usoga Co1_ege d.'1d finally ~akerere University college.

He intended to b~ an acj r i cu Lt uz aL scientist, his father wanted him to be

a teacher but he be carn an employee of :·!owlem engineering firm. He had

po Li, tieal mbi tions but. be i.nq a non+t-iuq an da realised his chances were

• ::;11.;;), and s Lippe d out o f r,;ganda to :-enya wher e he did many jobs without

aciheri:1g to any for anj period of t~~e. From 1950 to 1956, he worked

'Hith the t<!o',il.emi.n :-e:1'!il, Star.dar:: 'lacu1.:.-:1 Oil oomcanv , ~ailway Services,

and a sugar f ac t.or y to name but a i ew . He became a founder member of
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Y-AU and ',nrked uride r Kenyat a's Le ade r s n i.p 0: ~'1e pa r t y , and befriended

• t.he f i.e ry naticnalist, 'I'crn :·~oya. Cbote r e t ur a ed to Uganda to tr:' his

luck 1:1 !?O i ci cs '''tth the 'training' he had a cqu i r ed in 1956.

Obote's im~ortant political career began i:1 1957 when he was invi-

ted to lead the branch leade:-ship of ~~e Uganda ~ational Congress when its

'eade:-, Y. s~g'-lr, was imprisoned. The oppor~~ist Obote ~uickly accepted

the offer. By a no t.he r s tr oke of l ucx , he rnanoe uv r ed his wa'j to the Legi-

slative Council ·..•.hen the Lanco Seat f e Ll, vacan t in 1953. He got his

uncle who was an honotary head -:~1e: and t~e :eader of a dominant clan

to support him and rally more su~po:-t :rom some lesser Chiefs. He rallied

his branch of the Uganda National Congress (UNC) behind him and the com-

bined force got him the seat. :!e wa s r e t.ur'ne d to the Legislative Council

in the following e ections '"ith a large margin in the di s t r i c t ! In 1959,

after a spli t of the t}NC, Obote ce c ar-e pre s i den c of the party and 'ii th

t.h e return of the party's fo unde r , Aou :·!ayanja, f r om his studies in

England, both men re v i t.aLized the party and drove out 'the chairpan,

J. Ki"-/anuka, ·..••ho had ke pt; the pa r t y a Li.ve for a long time. Mayanj a,

appointed :'linister of Educat:ion in the Kabai:a' 5 Goverl".ment left abate w i t.h

the other non-auganda Par ty that was formed after the earlier UNC split,

the Uganda Peo pl e ' s Union (UPU). These t'NO f o rrned the Uganda People 1 s

Congress (UPC), with Obote as president. This party was to play an impor-

tant r o I.e in TJc;anda' s fucu r e po Li tics. Obote '..•.as now recognized as an

•. earnest humanist of rJ1g11C n o r i ri ns "·..•+io reads books on politi al science

for relaxation and riake s his po in t s conv inc i nq Ly without eve x raising

his voice,,,47 This quality :nade him t:-:e leader of the African represen-

t a t i ve s 0f the Leq i.s La t i.ve COu:--.Cl_.

1960 when th e UPC '..•.as fo:-:ned sa' ..; ::...•e cLirnax of the age old Buganda/
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British uneasy political alliance. 3uganda ~ad ~een treated as an auton-

omous state ~1 rhe Bzi t.Lsh since i::. be came a 3ritish protectorate ,in

1894. The Buganda 1900 Agreement, ~~e ~955 'assurance' and much else

that had passed t~ough them ~:::ea::.ec Buganda as suc~, there~y enjoying

much f r ee dorn and even Lucr a t i.ve ecoriom i c qa i.rrs at the expense of the rest

of Ugar.da. She had pressed :or ~om?lete independence or what Buganda

termed sovere~gnty from ~~e ncmi~al British monarch almost to success.

~acLeod' s governmen t was also c.ete!:"::'.inec :'0 g:::2l1t independence as soon as

possible. T~e shov.••down came ·...ne n ~-:e 3ri :.ish government flatly refused

to grant Buganda inde ndence as a separate state but as a part of the

!'lain Uganda. .'But 8uga da felt rl.ghtly chat she was going to lose an

every aspect, pal iticaily, e coricm i c a Ll.y ar.d socially. T~e Kabex a and the

1
B Janda ~erc basically oing to be equa. ed to the rest of Baganda, while

they had maintained t~e~r pric.e a~d superiority not only in pre-colonial

times but even in the colonia_ period. 7heir cbjection !:o the apparent

loss is understandable but to the rest of Cganda, the British and the

·..•.orld, t.he i r s '..•.as an ou traode d i ns t i cu t ion '",hieh had to go. The aaganda

·..•.ere firm and the Luk i i ko i:-,S:'5 ced on t ae i r ncde of independence. The

r::abaka and the i(atikiiro or his prime minister ·..•.ent to London to press

t ho i r ':''l:',,:!. "rh"! lat:tcjr part of 1 ....")0, e s pe c i aLl y 'the month of December,

s a-..•.numerous meetings i motions and suggestions by the Kabaka, Lukiiko,

and even se t ti nc dates f or e i t.ae r their i.nde pe nde nce or .se.ce s s i.on if t.he

British did not agree ~iL~ the 3uganda view. On December 29th, 1960, the

Luki i ko l)a~;::;·~da rno t ion 0: 3,~,:,ess icn and consequent declaration of inde-

pendence - ar.d actual 1 ec ared i~de?€ndence on 31/12/60! It was vetoed

~'j the Cove r nor '",ho banne d a Ll. ::1ee:.i::.ss (·..,l':.~chwould have been for cele-

br a tions) and further "lOr~< on ~-,e issue. He de c Lar ed tha t he was going
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to crush Buganda if his order wa s violated and, to show that he meant

.. business, stationed troo~s from Kenya by ~~e Ke~ya/Uganda border! Bugan-

da's ar.n, could not dare attack the British and so the issue cooled down

gradually.

'tIhenthe early 1961 elections we x:e announced, Buganda boycotted them,

but they were conducted all ~~e same for the British were determined to

have their way. These gave the Democratic Party (D.P.) of B. Kiwanuka a

very clear lead agains t Obote' s ,,"PC.Ki·...•anuka , as per the normal Bri tish

constitutional ~rocedu:::-e,led the governnent t:'at formed waiting for the

more decisive elections of 1962. The shre:....d obo te capitalised on the

Buganda/British deadlocy. and used his no~al ~olitical manoeuvring devices.

He wooed the Kabaka Yekka (KY) or 'Kabak a .;~or.e'Part y to ally with his
;

tJPCand since he t••••ould win, he assured them that he would safeguard

Buganda's position in ~~e constitu-.:ion. He ~new that he did not m~an

what; he said. He simply '"anted a ladder to cLimo to power and then do as

he felt fit afterwards •. 1\s~-1etro'Nichsays,

"Apparently, his (Obote's) strategy
was to promise t~em any~~ing and every~~ing
to ensute their suppor-.:- once he ·...•as firm-
lyon the saddle in an independent Uganda,
he could dispense wi~~ their support and
cut them dm-m." 48

Buganda had come to realise ~~at the British were now a different

p0'''~r,not the one f rcm wh i.ch•.••ey had got their '"ay in the past by dic-
• tating their t.erms . Consequently t...'1eyalLi ed w i t.hObote. This cleared

the way for constitutional final talks ~ith ~acLeod which was consequent-

1/ done . Th'O!"resul t was a ?ede!:'.3.1Cor.stit.ution in whi ch "Buganda had

the most favourable te~s ~ossible, short 0: sovereign autonomy, that it
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could ha~e" because it got many concessions such as being allowed 21

out "of the 82 seats and not even qo i nc ':8 e Lec t.i.ons :::y using the e Lect.o r «

al college principle. The KY and UPC 'NOnwi t!1 a clear :nargin in the
I.

April 1962 elections. Kiwahuk a had to go, Obote be came the Prime Minister

- "/it!1 executive power s ! The Kabaka be came the '?resident'. During the
i

opening of the first Assembly, the Gove r no r - ',la1ter Coutts - declared,

"The government has firmly decided that
a republic is unsuitable :or Uganda. In
coming to this decision, the qove r nraen t; took
into consideration Uganda's strong belief in
its weLl.e-e s nab Li she d monarchies and the tra-
ditional reSpect for hereditary C!1ie:tainships
existing in all parts of the countr'l."50

The 'government' here refers to Obote's goverrment. It is important

to ..mention here that the other monarchies whi ch are perhaps grouped to-

gether wi th the 'Chieftainships' above, like Toro, Bunyoro and Nkole,

'.'re xe also given SOT:1eco nce s sions to p r es e rve their old "tradi tional and

>

distinctive institutions" ;but definitely much few and less important

compared to Buganda's. At the end of 1962, L~e :ears that 'had been ex-

?ressed by many looked unnecessarily pessi:nistic because Obote was steer-

ing his Noah's arc steadily and towards a better Uganda. Consequently,

ay August, after taking over in ,~ay, Africa Report could outline Obote's

main trend. He had declared that he was going to tolerate only 'construc-

t:i·/<.!' oppos Lt i cn , declared to ',/age a nd w in "a massive revolt against po-

•ve r ty , ignorance, and disease" and ·,.Jas ':0 ':ollow an economic policy where-

i~ pr i va te en t.e r pr is es , cooperative movenen t s , pe r as t.a t.a I bodies and the

state would operate. He had said ~~at ~gar.da ~as not going to be an

'ideological battlefield' and was not at ':.,':e t irne concerned w.i th any

other poLicy exce p t; to de ve lop Uganda. Small ·..•onder then, the report
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concluded,

"The marine r in whic n :,t~. Obcte ha s
handled the di~ficult cransition period
... has won respect and raised che aope s
of civil servants (bo t n e xpa t r i a t e arid
local) ."

abate was also Africanizin jobs in U~a~da at t~e time but doing it so

h . 51
well that e was awarded a cred1t.

The above was the 'calm before L~e sto~.' for soon, abate was talk-

ing of a 'One Party State' in his hone area, ~an~o, KY reorganised itself

1n a more political system and became so vocal i~ challenging the UPC

that they gave the governm1nt a d i f f i cu Lt; tine. T:-:e 1964 Army Mutiny

which could only be controiled by the inte::'-lentio:. of a Bri t.i sh army shook

him and made him more unpopular whe n he dismissed the mutineers. 52

abate entertained the re-opening of ,:::'e old q:uestion of the "Lost Coun- ,
ties". Kabaka knowing tha t he would l o se igno!:"ed the issue. But Obot.e

',lent on preparing the r e f e r e ndurn docume n t . ~';::en it was br ouqht; to trhe

?arliament for debate, the KY '..••a l ke d out but it ·.....as effected. Obote also

had a border problem w i th the Sudan.

?riction be twe en Cbote and the Ka..'::lakamoun t ed resulting f r orn many

issues a fe'''' of ',Ihich are q i ve n be Low , A Cab i.rie t; crisis ar o se s tr onrj Ly

dividing members into the "Bantu" faction led by Grace Ibin1ira and the

":li otic" of obo te . There ',Iere regional loyal ties already known as "Pro-

:::~::" and "Pr o+we s t.:", other groupings ',;ere "Nor t he r ne r s " who were pro-

Gbote or s uppo s ed to be '''ho ''''ere ;U1t:i-3asa:;da a. d there '..Jas t.he opponent

J..nti-110r-:.herners s e n t irncn t , Gover:'..l1en: arid a::-::l'j personnel tended to be

dominated by the '~lorthe!:" e r s ". :::~uall.y irapo r t an t , or more important was

the re Li.q i.ous sentinent, whi.c h was as old as cc ion i a Li sm of Christian
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factions around Buganda oppo s i.nc the >!oslem ~jo!"::~. Somehow these numer-

~ous d iv i s ion s and an allega:.ion of co r r up t i.on derived f r om the rebellious

Congo in which abate was su?posed to have had a share put Uganda in a

very unhealthy po ~tical state. He trie r e f o r e had the "Bantu" ministerial

group detained. Tensions rose.

On 23 May, 1965, the prolonged test of strength could not be suppres-

sed any longer. Rural chiefs and t~eir subjec::s revolted to drive the cen-

tral government out and protect the ancient powe r s and sovereignty of the

Kabaka whi.ch 0bote so tar had p r ac t i ca Ll y eroded greatly. After a 'day of

rioting, Obote's a rmy invaded, and gunned t::eir '''ay into the Kabaka's

palace. Y-abaka and his Katikiiro ~ad escaped capture! The revolt then

was suppressed firmly. On 15th A:;ri 1966, abote suspended or abolished

the Federal constitution and drew a new constitution which abolished,

for all practical purposes all ~:at :;ertained to t~e traditional states.

He made hirn se I f the president ·"i t...• executive power s . The post of the

Vice President and thdse held by o::icers close to th~ Kaba.~a wrre also

abolished. It was Lrnp Leme n t ed de s pi t e :"::e '",a::":,out of most of t..he KY
I

and the DP members. As he c.id this, ~"e n~_i~ar! and L"e air force were

w i t.hi n v i c i n i ty to en lor s e t.ae ne w cove rnraen t . T~e executive president,
also had detention power s - at least he used them against any opposition

from Lridi vi dua Ls and ']roups w i th f uLl, confidence. Uganda submi t t cd to

~~is especiall, because Colonel I~i .;nin, from the North, was promoted

to B'ri qad i e r to command ·....hen t...•e :teso or icad i e r who had connections with

Buganda was retired.

'tlith the above state 0:: a f f a i r s , Ccote :.r:"ed te develop Uganda to

what he fancied ·"it..'1 all his e ne r c i es . 3u:. trie ~ore he tried the less

j

popular ' <:: became to the Ugan'"'.} na :ion bl:t be i r.q , perhaps, power drunk,
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he continued until the man of his own making, ldi Amin, hatched a coup

d'etat that overthre •...•the President who t••••as out of the count ry .. ;;min

accused Obote o f many ev i.Ls - true and un true. But all being equal, one

~~ing Amin inherited frOm Obote of great importance to the Ugandans of

the third world is a 'Uganda' state as opposed to the strange, ill-balan-

ced federal system of the UPC/KY period that bottle-necked developmental

issues. Amin released ~~e many Obote prisoners and detainees and was

ac c La iraed "hero", "sav iou r ? , and "cre a t; war ri or " showing that he was

'....elcome and that Obote 'Has at ':..liat.t ime adm i.t ted Ly unpopular. But Amin

lost the chance for making Uganda better th~~ Obote had tried to do.

Am i n 's Uganda needs no description, t..'-1e·....bo le wo rLd knows - at least for

b~ing a butchery of its citizens and :oreis~ers under a dictator wh~m

most opinion equated to Hitler, while some credited him more than Hitler

under the circumstances. aoth are 5-;:.i11a Li ve and Uganda's herqs or

nationalists and 'He cart pass our j udqeme n t s on them, co~paring them with

their contemporaries.

J0110 Y-ErrCA'ITAOF KDl'lA

Kenyatta's life history is long, dramatic, co~plicated and in places,

incomprehendable, ?or the purpose of this pape r , it w i Ll, suffice to
•

extract on ly ':he cardinal Landraark s of :'11S life.

Kenya t t a IS b i rt n and the c i rcurrst anc es ·....hi ch surrounded it are un+
C::"1

K:10lHn .....J ~amily prob Lems denied :1.i:':l :7\ot:--:~!:"/:at:...~e!:" love at his early

age. So he develo::;ed SOri1e:-at.he:::-rese:::-vecindependence. Being extremely
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poor, nissionaries of the Church of Scotland, T~ogoto, took him as a

boarder in their sc~ool and reared ~in ar.c ed~ca~ec hL~ to attain the

'mission boy' status. ~enyatta moved into ~a~robi and was employed as a
'(

junior clerk and then w ter meter reader clerk - respected prestige jobs

in those days. He associated himself w i th a ·...•e Lf ar e organization called

Kikuyu Central Association or KC; for which he became secretary. This

association sent him as their envoy to Loncon to press for Kikuyu grievances

especially over land.

This trip gave Ken1atta a chance 0: ?~siti~g many places in Europe.

Russia is the more remembered of all those places he visited. He over-

stayed and did wha t; he had not been au tho r i s ed to do independen~ly but

he reconciled with his party. He studied European reactions over f~male

'. circumcision row of 1929 since he 'Has in London at the time the trouble

came, In 1931, Kenyatt went back to London ar.d stayed for a v~ry long

time, t.h i.s time studying and q r adua r.inq . 3ut ,,.;nat other activities he

did, nobody is sure, e ve n his great f r i ends in £urope at the time since

he seemed to be using his childhood principle 0: self-reliance and keep-

ing to himself. ~'That is said is he visited nea r Ly all parts of Europe

and went back to ~!oscow again and do iric so:ne s t ud.i e s there as he con-

- 1

fessed during t.~e Kapenguria Trial.J~
.

It is saic that sometimes he lived

like a king - '"hen he could afford, at t irnes he would be a farmer, a

family man and eve n a s t a r v i nq beggar!

..• He came back to ~er.ya f i.na Ll y i" _946 :'0 f i.nd the country full of

petty and dignified nationalists. Sone wer e mernbe r s of mushrooms 0:

·...•e l f a r e aa soc Lat i.ons , others »e z e ::1e::1bers of srna I I trade unions, others

belonged to trie Kenya tra t iona I
55:-<..;C. 'dhile ':1a thu led the

Africans as t."1eir r e or e s en ta t.i.ve in t..."1eLec i s Let.i.ve Council or Legco but
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s t i Ll, coope r a t inq great.ly ·..•.i t h ~:"e ~l:.~ ::,.e.~e:,sh~? of KAU like James

I

Gichuru. There '..•.ere many of t.he ·..•.e Lf a r e a s soc i a t ior.s outside Nairobi in

places like '10mbasa, NakUr'11, <.i sumu , Kakaraec a and :lyeri. Kenya was active

po Li.t i ce Ll y at th e Loca L levels. :oJhat. ·..•.as re cu i rec was a nucleus on

which they could rally. To many, Kenyat.t.a locKed the answer. His per-

sonality was the :irst assurance. A jour~a_ist. desc:.-ibed him as,

"A big, paunchy man , ce ar de d , w i, th
slightly bloodshot eyes, a ~~eatrically-
monst.roui ebony elephant headed ~a_kins
stick, a gold-rimmed ca:.-nelian signet. ring
about the size 0: a ~a~ki~ r~~s, an out-
size gold wrist. watch :astened to his
h(~fty arm -,/i.t.h a )01,·1 s t r a p , -::!r~ssed in
2uropean C'tleed j acke t ... !-1E: s t r uck me as
being a born actor, an evide~t. ieader
and, perhaps just. tecause 0: this, a ~an
born for trouble." _r

~Q..

t:enya t.ta '..•.as e lec ted KAUpr es ':'dent on June , 1947. After this,

from the discussion of this e Le c t i on , :'!a-:.::u ::::::"C,t.rie Lecc o of Af r i can ' s de-

mand for independence, :or the first. tL7.e. ust because it looked too

heretic, the Legco ignored it. '7he :<i:<'..lYune' ...·spapers, which were many

edited by ;oung n i Litan t; trade uni o ni s t.s and nationalists like Kubai' and

Kaggia, "portrayed Kenyatta as, and ca Ll.e d ~':':-:1, 'hero of our race',

'saviour' and 'Great tlder'.
,

ot.h e r s t.e rmed ni ra 'Our !10ses' who came to

redeem them :rom ~ondage li~e ~~e children of _srael. The administration

·..•.as uneasy secretl; :. r she,! c i s t r us t.od his ac t i v i t i e s in Europe and•.
especially cor:ununist Rus s i a , ·,·ir.at ·..•.as r,e do ir.c t:"ere? Might he be

planning a revolution? The sett.lers had a:ready ~ade up their minds -

this :nan ',/as ~o inq to un do t:~.en un i es s s cmet h.i.no is done!

Kenya t ta ·..•.as pre-occupied '.,,~':2-. pr oo l erns of uni f i ca tion of t.he Kikuyu

society first, then he o th e r ::'.a.'1: .:;'::::-~::a:-. t r ioe s -of Kenya before coming
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to the m i no ri. 'cl races compo sed of Lnd ia r.s, .:'.rac.s and the notorious whi tes
57 iunder the vocal se t t Le rs , The above p re+oc cupa tion and the racial

d.iscr imi na t i.on in :lairoiJi f or ced him cc se t t Le outside Nairobi in Kiambu

among his home Kikuyu to cultivate ac::e;:tance 0: ~.:..sleadership and study

the situation in close ~uarters. In ~~~u, he helped to organise the

~kuyu owned ~aringa and Kikuyu ~nde!?endent Schools commonly known as

KISA which had been for.ned a:te.:::-the 1929 controversy in protest of .11is-

sion schools. .~s can be ex pe ct ed these schools gave rather militant edu-

cation and in 1952 formed strong n uc le r 0: :,:au:-!au,thereby be i nq closed

b'f the gove rnme n t. To create ~ore teachers, ~enyatta completed and en-
!

larged t1biyu Koinange' ~ Githungu.:::-iTeache::-'s College and ran it as the

principal - thereby earning the title of a teacher! The collegl's teach-

.,11' ing I like KISA schoo 1s "HaS mi l i, tan t a:l in preparation for the future.

Ke ny a t t.a wa s still in the rni ld politics 0: :<.AU. Then came the
58"Forty Group" which became the actual dictator of the speedy, stormy

politics from then on ove::-comir.gand over-.:aki:1gboth KE\nyatta and the

British Colonialists. The fo.:::-tyc roup ',,'asccmpo sed of :nen of Fred Kuba i ,

-0
B. Kaggia, Achieng or.eko arid ?aul ~lgei t.y?e,J ~ who meanwhile concentrated

in L~e organisation of trade unions. ~;U elected Kenyatta president in

1947. '/~CI 3~-:ret but friendly oa t.h.inq for unity began in Nairobi and

K'ambu 60... areas. In 1950 the goverr.ment got .:::-eportsabout oathing and

these reports and coun t.er reports h ad to con t i nue even during the Emer-

gene,! era.

In retaliation, he settlers set up thei::- 'Kenya&Plan' in which they

»e i:« joins -0 make a se c t le r c:.cr:t':":::.ons t re t c:....i:1g from Uganda through

Kenya, Tanganyika, Central A:::-icato ~,e Ca~e! In June, 1950, they

declared,
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"An! e t t.empc ':0 hand over powe r to an
i~ature race ~USt ~e ~eSi5ted. ~o the
Afr i can s 'we o f f e r s yrapa trie t i c tut.e Lac e which
will lead them to full par~icipation in the
government of the ccun cr y . 3ut »e have made
our position clear. 'de a r e he r e to stay and
the o~~er races Qust acce~t ~ha,: premiss with
all i t impli~s." 61

The settlers held a very hostile a:titude to Kenyatta. The D.C.

Kiambu ·..•.as in t.he settlers I pockets and would also report that "Jomo is

... the most accc:rnplish d agitator 0: "'::hemall" in his 1947 report. The

D.C. accused !<enyatta of co Ll.ec t i nc funds ur.de r the guise of Githunguri

•College for sinister activities. ~r.e 'Kenya ?lan' brought about a strong

protest, not from Africans alone but :ndians also. A joint meeting Of

!<}I.U and r.he Eas t African Indian :;a t i ona L Cor.gress under its president,

the f i e ry Makhan Singh w i th 2. :1a::':'1uch a i r i.nq oppo se d the 'Kenya 'plan'

. and Kenjdtta sD0ke out orenlj ~h t he completelj opposed the plan and

called for inde~endence for all Eas".: A:::::ic~~ :::ountries. Though he liked

to cooperate, he said he ·..•.ould not join the "cooperation of t.he cat and

the mouse". :::::om then on, mat t e r s ':ook a c r a zy speed which was in t.he

hands of the ':ortj Group' and Kenyat':a :ound hi rnse Lf often un ab Le to con-

trol or t.hz o...•.n in to confusion by a violent, unexpected political hurri-

cane. Trade un iona ' s uc ce s s t u I strikes like the one that followed the.
above meeting, arrest and imprisoning or detaining of leaders like Singh

and Kubai. The takin1 over 0: :<AU, ~airobi branch official posts and the

o'/erthr"J",al of the for.ner, aLl ec ed Lv mode r a t.e Leade r s in 1951 and the

call Ear "Inder:endenc_ i n :.hr-'O;·2 ye a r s " by the '?orty Group' officers -

cooperation and the li%e Kenyac':a, ~~de~ the 'Forty Group's' griF

had to change or adj st arid so ',;as r e po r t ed 0: saying that the tree of
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liberty would be 'water~d with blood' at 7hika ~n 1951. He dispatched a
I

delegation to London and ?aris at. t.hee nd 0: 1951 to present Kenyan's

demands; if th i s failed, "action" wa s to be t.ake!1.62 Kenyatta had a1-

ready made 'the Kenya f Laq ' in Oct.ooer whi cn ',.•as used by ~.U henceforth.

True to the ul timatUIn, action began in ear_'! 1952 since the London/

Paris delegation returned '..•.ith no success. <e nya t ta toured the whole of

:cikuyuland addressing mammoth rallies, the largest being of over 50,000

in Nyeri on July 26, 1952 whe re he t ai.kedof the :cikuY'J's God qiven land

which o t.her races had stolen a nd called the Kikuyu 'mau mau', "{,.edo not

,. , i h ' "I) 3~now t~ s t l.n~ mau mau, He emrhas~sed the avowed intent of KAU,get-

ting back the Kikuyu's ift from C~d and all ~~ose with ears were supposed

to hear be they 'black, white . ,or :::lr':)'",-n • ~error had been a daijy routine

especially in Nairobi, police rein:orce~ent anc OL~er security ~easures

were in process.64 The government called on Ke!1yatta to denounce Mau Mau,
)

he cooperated and would be ta~en '::0 lar~e ~a~,erings in Kiambu and Naivasha

He would 'denounce' mau mau. aut t.hisonly gave him a better platform to

voice KAU's avowed i.nt.ent; - he riev er voiced a:1Y0: :1au Mau. Even though,

the 'Forty .s rcup , KAU o rqani sers in :lairob1 disapproved of the denoncia-

tion as going too far 'nd stopped Ke!1ya~ta :ron the dichotomy. The:<AU

'Forty Group' had alre dy established manned forest bases whose pioneers

Kenyatta would give strong encouragements and inspiration telling them

to take his example from 1929 ·..•.hen he ·..•.ent; to fight t.;'eBritish at home

and is still fighting. He told I'::ote,

"I shall go -:0 prison, and perhaps I
shall die. 3u~, if I die, remember that I
SM 11 never change; everi t.~en,my blood and
my heart ·..•.ill reria i.n·..•.it.hmy people. "65



I

49

The ru s to r i an he was , Keriya t t.a woul d r e La t e t o !lis rnau mau 'qenerals'
- - I

what o t he r nationalists of 'tlest:. ::1dies did po in t i nc out the bravery, the

suffering and the our r iqh t; goal - whi ch was f r ee dcrn . and showing them

that if they had fought for t~e British and could have died and never be

re:nembe!"ed, ~~en it was more noble to fight even harder for their country

whe r e their deeds wouLd outlive them whet.he r t hey died fighting or natur-

ally. His was a real motivati:1g and inspi!"ing !"ole, which won even his

opponents.

•
The assassination of the s t r onc Ly p ro+qove r nrnent; Chief Wa:!"Uhiu, on

7 h 0ctob~r, 1 52, fo r cc d :~e GJ';~':::1or '.:0 ac t on t.h e c l amoure d call of the set-

tlers - declaration of a State of ~ergency. The processing of this was

r'uah ed at a deafening speed and the declaration was done on 20th 'October,

1952, midnight. Then "ope r a t i on .Jode Scott" t ook .irnmedi a t.e effect and

Kenyatta we!"e !"ounded up overnight and detained i:1 the wild northern

Kenya area, p€nding the notorious :<apensuria Trial already mentioned and

t he subsequent imprisonment at Loki t aur.c , a d.i f f i cul t; outpost of the

government in Turkana land, by Lake T"..lrka~a (t:-:e then Rudolf). Kenyatta

was convicted of managing ~1au :'!au ',."hile his colleagues were convicted for

assisting. - . h h' 66The'! ''''er~ to s e rve r o r seven years, ·N.l t ard labour. Be-

fore ar!"est ~~e mau miu organisers of t!1e '?or~y Group' had done e:1ough

to set the movement in motion and le:': i:1struct':"on on what steps to be

taken after their ar!"est. Sec!"et as t~e ~e!"ge:1cy declaration and Opera-

I
tion Jock Scott wex e , the ':or:.: Group' kriew ove r three days in advance

and 'put t~ei!" house in orde.::' Ha':"ti:1g '.:~e ar!"est nou!". Consequently

the struggle Hent on unpe.::turbed by ~,e ar!"est:.s; actually it became more

vi ol enr. as per i ris t ru ....tions leE: arid :":"1i~gs wer.t; from bad to worse in
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~Iairobi and rural Kikuyu , Ernbu, :·!eru areas.

Open war ''''as now publi::ly decLar ed by trie raau rnau against t.'1~ govern-

ment. The colonial security o:£icer decided to get. r:"d of the Kikuyu

problem fran :Iairobi once and for a l l . Order was given and all the thou-

sands of Ki.kuyu , Embu and ~leru '."ere sur rounded , a r r es t.ed and detained

'",iU:out t.rial in numerous detention camps spread all over the country's

wild, remote or difficult pa r t s Li ke :·!anyani, :'larsabit, Hola and

"'7
Kathigiriri. Q Those in t.he ru r a l areas ·...•e re forced out of their genera-

tions old permanent h mes i.nt;o ·..mat.'...•e r e t e rrae d "pr ocec t i.ve villages' but

were actually more or less 'co~cen~ration ~ar..pSI like those of the Nazis.G8

,
Some Kikuyu , Embu and ~1eru men "voLunt.eer ed I as asked by the government

to serve as 'Home Guards I who !,'ere l at er t e rrned 'loyalists'. The great-,
est impacts of the move ·...•ere suf f er inqs int.o l.d and a strong drive to t.'1e

f or es t, of those who 'lIould ne i t her oeccrne Hcrne Guards, tolerate the suf-

ferings or felt they had to d:::ive out. the colonial government.

Emergency resul' tions rernai.ned in force until 1,958 ·...••hen they were

lifted after beginnihg t~e repatriat.ion 0: t.~e detained men. Kenyatta

was kept in Loki taung, t.herl ;:Olo'/ec:'0 Lodwar arid l1aralal, all very remote

places to have the surrounding and c~ncitions ha~er some sense out of

him and cooperate w i t.h the 'settler qove r nmerrt' '- as Kenya Cove r'nrne nt; was

commonly believed to be.

KAW and !<ADU wer e :oIT.led in :-!ay, 1960 a f t er the Kenyan delegation

left Ian ~acL~od's ~anchest.e::: C~n:~:::ence on a Kenyan Constitution whic~

"as to suide Kenya to :nde;:en ence . :'~e 3rit.ish qove rnment had had

enouqh t roub Le in Kenya , e spec iaLl.y -::'1ei:1te:::national shame of the 1959,

Hola hardcore's detention caT.? atroci,,::"es ~y t.~e government prison offi-

cers, ;--lac.1illan I s gove r nrnen t had dec icec to grant Kenya I s independence
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as soon as possible. ':'his'Has a t.urn i nq po inr, f or :<enyatta' s tortured

li:e. ~;~ru~~ected him preside~~ in absent~a. :i:ne',itably,t..'lejail terms

had to be abandoned. He 'Has released in 1961 ·..•.ith a "P.G." status and
.(

took over the presidency of KA}ru, 1962, he served in a coalition govern-

~er.t as a ~inister of State for Constitutional ~:fairs and Economic Plan-

ning. 1O.NU won the elections of 1963 w i tih credits going to Tom ~.boya and

Oginga Odinga, the radical hero politicians, rallying the populous western

Kenya ~o KN~U. With usual machi~ery and process of British colonial gov-

er~~ent of granting independe~ce satisfied, the Union Jack was replaced

with the Ken,a Nationai Flag at ~idnigh~ on Dec~~ber 12, 1963 in a glam-

ourous ceremony held in Nairobi and the national rallying cry P'Harambee ~"

63made in independent Kehya.

Like all the other nat i ona l i.scs , :<e!"yat~a ·..•.as now faced with the

bl.lildin'jof his "Harambee" nation. :ronical~f' the mau mau h~d brought

in the spirit of 'Kenyanism' or a so_id ~ation as opposed to the numerous

tribes of pre-mau mau days that ·....o rri ed Keny at t a . This was demonstrated

by t..~emembership of ~~~ and ~DC at i~cepe~der.ce. Sach contained a

cross section of the countrj :or al practical purposes in membership.

What remained is to put this spirit: at work. The gaps of difference nar-

r os..•.ed t.h rouqh the years though episodes arose at times which would have

widened them. Sut Kertyatta knew how to settle t~e disputes to his credit

~t hts rle~th in 1~78, Kenya was r~nsonably

a united nation. The independe~ce r~oved t~e problem of t~e minority

races - Europeans !nd Asians. These are ~reated, not as demi-gods

'tlh ich the'! ·tI.~r~, bu t, ,1:3 no rrna L human cc i.nqs and accepted this at indepen-

dence ·....ithout resistahce.

Kenya1s economy sL~~ly conti:1ue~ ~~e co_o:1ial pattern of capitalism
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,.,ithAfricans taking paz t; on equal basi s ,.,it.:., ::.~eminority races. The

trend that Kenyatta initiated was for ~ore A:rican participation and less

foreigners. Kenya's h0ge is for t~e day ~~e :oreigners will be completely

ousted by Africans' capital. The econcmic ~ase has greatly widened to

accommodate Af ri can s who are today t.he sole growers 0: agricultural crops

with 'Iery few Europeans who are st.ill grmying coffee and some wheat. In-

dustry has been geared towards A=rican's a~ili~y and accommodation with
f.

great success.

Kenyatta's main storms came :ron politics. Most of these were inter-
I

nal with onll the Amin's (the coup presiden::. 0: Uganda) aggressi0n in his

claw of Kenyan land to as far as .lai·las~a - 54 :niles from Nairobi towards

traxu ru , to the north ·,jest- in 1976. Howe ve r , the matter came to an anti-
." cli:nax when l>min dro!?ped his claiw. The more c~allenging political crisis

wa s the 1968 border problem w i t h the Somali Republic which resulted in

the Kenyan Somali attempting a secession - l~~e Tshombe's Katanga of 1960

- from Kenya to join their ki.nsmen 1.:1t..~e:·:osle::lRepublic of Somali. The

famous 'Shifta' War, however, resulted i:1~enyatta's success and today,

the Somali are a loyal section of Kenya. Internal party poli~ics kept

~enyatta busy at the beginning of his rule. These were both positive and

neq a t i.ve. ?ositivity wa s sh own by KADU, the o f f i c i aL opposition party

merging with ~~u at Kenyatta's advice. T~en ~enya became a one party

democ racy - criticised but wo rked , Negativity was shcwn by the then

v i ce=p resi.den t, Jaramog i Og inga ':dinga who res ig:1ed to form an opposi-

tion party ·"hen he could not agree w i ~~::.hepresident. Kenya Peop Le s

Union (K?U) '''asfor.ned and ac ce pc ed ':Jythe gover:'..;:lent.Unfortunately, it

ap!?eared to be seeking '3. 'ut'Jpia' in a ycung :1a'C':'onar-d was banned, with

its ::lainof:icials being detained. Ircnically, apart from the brave
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Oginga ,.•.ho did much to•.•.ards the zeLe ase 0: Kenyat t.a , Oneko, Kenyatta' s

jaiLrnate and an c Ld ve te r an po Li t i c ian '..:as amono the detainees! On re-

lease later, they were banned f r cm paz Li araerrta.ry politics. 70 Kerryat t.a ' s

most trying p~riods in politics c~~e afte::.- ~he political assassination

of the famous veteran nationalist Tcn :·fr)oyain 1969 and of the equally

rekno •.•.n and popular J.~. Kariuki - commonly kno•.•.n as the 'J.M.' or 'the

mau mau detainee' in 1977. At ~o~ these ~~~es, :<:enyaalmost fell into
I.

a civil '.•.a r , but credit goes to t.'1e grand old man, his wisdom always pre-

vailed. to the masses i con seque nt Ly , he s tee r ed the state ship safely
i

out of the troubled wat e r s . From the ti.!:le K?U was banned and its members

detained, Kenyatta tended to use t.ae "? .J ..;." ·•••eapon which we have al-

ready encountered else' .•.here in this pape r to detain these vocal critics,

who even when •.•.arned ~ould criticise 'dest!:"uctively' but it was used

71cautiously.

In view of the above, it is di f f Lcu l t; not to aqr ee with the last

governor of Kenya who pulled down the Union Jack as Kenyatta hoisted the

Kenyan National Flag that,

"th thout his strong, w i se , unifying
leadership they (Kenyans) ~ight easily .
have fallen apart in fratricidal, inter-
tribal, inter-racial or inter-class bick-
erings Nith disastrous ::.-esul~s for the
nation."72 The same officer concluded"

"I shall onl,! say here that Tomo
Kenyatta's vision, unshakeable stead:ast-
ness, indomitable ~ourase, ::.-i~eNisdom
and ccmpassionace h~~anity, ccmbined wi~
his mdgnetic ?o?ular appeal, naKe him one
of t he supreme s t.a tesraen 0: our time."73

\-1henhe died on 22/3/78, the ":':a.~ee" na t ion :-:-.ou::.-nedthe cruel death of

their leader '",ho was nov referred :.;) s ;....::p:..y as ":'~zee", the state f une r aL
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that followed showed that the Kenyans were ~ot alone, nearly the whole

world was in sympaL~y. Later L~e new president told ~~e Kenyans and the

worLd that he would f oLl ow '~'Izee's nyayo' showing that Kenyan's apprecia-

d h e r i , , b h . 74te the errtaqe .1zee eque a t.t ea.

I.
CONCLUSION

From the foregoing it is cle~r that this generation of Afrjcan na-

tionalists is canposed bE men of '/ery humble parentage who are to large

extents men of their own making. ~~one of t.nernhas an admi rabLe background.

'!.'heyall st ruqq Led in their own and peculiar ways to get educated, to

understand the colonial 'Nays and :nasters, to capitalise on the grievances

of the masses and finally fought their countries' ways to independence.

The methods used seem to have ceen di::erent to large extents. Sach being

dictated and shaped by the character of the nationalist which in turn had

been influenced or was influ~~ced by the geographical envirc~~ent, type

of colonialism that waS practi3ec and res?Qnse of the masses. The na-

tionalists danced to the ry~hms called by ~~e above factors. However,

they all had one common motive, to :ight foreign domination and set t.he ir

countries as :ree soveteign nations. This ~as achieveB whether one fought

direct colonialism, :ederation type of colonialis~, protectorate or
•

'~~e Indirect' type of domination or Trusteeship Mode of colonialism.

The crucial issue, however, is the achievement after the granting

of independence. This wa s the test 0: st.at esrnansmp :or the naticnalists.

Sorr.eshowed superb skills for steeri nq their state ships in the troubled

waters of the t.h i rd worLd under:::'evelo::::ne::tand neoco Lorri aLd srnwhi.Leothers
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proved failures immediately a:te!:"!':1det:endence- showing that a nationa-

list is not necessarily a statesMan and t~e vice ve!:"sa. Others were de-
•

stroyed by foreign forces or t~eir own ambi~ior.s, perhaps by being power
I.

drunk, and so unable to control t rierns eLves and the subsequent destiny ~

For them, 'Ne might have, or might not have, sympathies. But the general
i

trend looks that each harvested or is harvesting what he planted at inde-

pendence.

But there must have arisen one puzzling question from the above.

Most of the nationalists became jail b!.!:"cs,some t~~e or rather to become

"P.G.s". Surely they hated jail or dete:1~ion. They were great critics

of the colonialis t '...•ho used suppressive :nethods. Yet many of our above

nationalists used the 'P.D.A.' and similar methods to jail against their

subjects or even those '..•.ho orouqh t; them into power - take for instance

Banda and Chipembere; Kenyatta and Oginga - what caused such sudden chan-

ges of heart? Ambitions, being ~~grateful (from either side) or genUine

misconduct? Have these nationalists been adjusting to the new environ-

ments? Some have; and are the success=~l ones, a few are still stuck

where they started after Lndependence '..•.hen they were heroes of the fight-

ing. Have they ndt ended the wars and gone into 'reconstruction' where

different tactics should be applied?

The challenge of nation building was, and still is, what the hero

could do after independence ·..•.hich would be bequeathed to his nation at

his departure. Some have already depar~ed and their former :1ations are

today under the second or ~erhaps thi!:"dset of nationalists; the majority

'Nehave discussed are still in powe r , is di::icult to say ~hat legacy,

they w i.Ll. leave beh.ind , though ·.{ecan ~ostula~e. But theirs were brave

and heroic days ejrning the fa~e:



....•.....•.

56 ., I

"Afri ca is a con t.i.nent; 0: ccntrast,
conflict, challenge and c~ar.~e. ~his is
wha t; is so irrunenselyf asci.nat i nc ...
The greatest challenge 0: A:rica arises
from the new force of A:r':'cannationalism

~nd the chall~nge mu t be adequately overcome. How? Can we use the

example of the first generation of A:rican nationalists?
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1
Pan+Af r i c an i sm was coric e i ve d ~y 3. ·-:est. :;::1c~an ba r r i.s t.e r , ~lr. Henry

Syl'lester-Will.iams of Trinidad as an organ :or protest against white
colonialism on ':..'1eb Lack peop l e . I:.s f i r s t rneet i nq was in London in
1900. He hoped to de ve l op i:. ':)c.:. ::'':'ed ce f or e . In 1919, Pan+Af r i can i sm
had its second meecing organised ':)'1 the j~~~ic Negro Rights Champion,
Dr. tt/.E.B. DuBois uhder '",hom it. c;re'H :rom s t r eriq ch to strength after
that. See G, Padrno r e , ?::m-A:-::-1:::anism or ::::om.':n.:nism?(Nev ..•. York: Roy
Pub li she r s, 1956), p , 21. :-ty i ':a .i.. i cs .

2G. Padmore, Ibid., ? _10.

3 . IThe w r i t.er terms them "r.ae f i r s t; cer.e r e t i on of Afr i can Nationalists",
not because they were the first. to d.isp l av r.a t i ona Li srn in their countries
but be cau se t hey ·"'.~re dole to~rc;:a.nise d:'.C ra'::'-1 t.hei r countries behind
them 'to fight as mdre or less un; ted un i t s wni ch won f r eedom j, then, looked
at as heroes, the wasses su~por:.ed t~e~ :'0 lead ':..~e first sets of inde-
penden t governments. Some 10s:: f avou r la t.er arid were overthrown, others
died naturally and some are still in ?O·.••-er ,

4 .tt/l.th all the problems he encoun te re d . Nkrumah was awarded a B.A. in
T'heoLoqy , 1·1.A. in Phi Losophy and a :·!.Sc. in =:ducation; Robin McKown,
lIkrumah: a Biogra[)h'l, (:Ie·...•.York: DouoLe day [. Co., 1973), p. 32. It
ap?ears as if he got no acadewic qualif~:::ation in England. He gained
'political education'.

5Reprint in Africa ':'oday, PI, ~lo. 2, _957, p. 4., Italics, mine.

6Quoted in Robin McKmY!1,:Ik-::-umah,Ibid., p . 46.

7 d" 1Quote i,n Erica Powel , K',;a.me~;kr\..:!':'.ahof the New Africa
1961), p. 39.

(Nelson,

8 . .Erl.ca Powe11, ~'tlame Nkrumah, Ibl.d., p. 60.

9c.:rica ?m..•ell, !<:,/ame :lkr'..:mah, Ibic.., 9. 54.

10Quoted in P.obin :1c!<'.cwn,~lkrW':"lan,:bic.., p , 54.

1':' . 1 . ... If" ,T~e Dally T~ e~-::-~~nte~eQ ~~e cecortees _orel.gn l.nvestors ,
~ence, ~!1eir de~ortatio~ w~s suicidal ~c Gh~~~'s esonomy. Nkrumah was
there fore governing Ghana i:1 an "a r oi t r ar y 2..:,,:::: cpp r es s i ve way" and Ghana
had become "a corrupt, c r ue l, arid ·,n..llsar::' ,:y-::-an:1Y." Nkr umah was warned
not to expe c t, any British a i d , ::'e couLd "do ni s own dirty work".
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12 ub'l' , h ,- Lut i h'\From a P aea t i on ~'j crie ..oup ?evo ut.c one ry G an aa,n Gover.unent
of Lt. General J.A. ~,k~~~ published in Acc~a after the overthrowal of
ll:-'rumah dated 12/3/1366 and e n t i tiLed , "':'::e Reb i r t.h of Ghana: The End of
T,/ranny", p. i-ii.

13 f' r1 'I-. . . 1" 1A ter tne coups ane coun ce r COl.!;::S ·.•••It,, trie a ccompa ny i nq po a t.i ca
upheavals, the Ghanains seem t.o be nav i.nq "afterthoughts" in favour of
~~rumah. Conse~uen~ly t.hey a~e ::om;::let':'~g sc~e of the projects he left
incomplete and t.he Is t Ar.:ty regime igr.ored such as the 'Conference Hall
Building' 'dhich ',",as s upp os e d eo have a r evo Iv inq restaurant and the
2nd main harbour. The dishonoured stat.~e might be re-elected. People
are under3canding the importance and inevitability of the projects today.
I am indebted to L·1r. Cyr:i.l xo r i.e Daddieh, a Ghanain national for the
'reconstruction' and 'afterthoughts' info~ation contained he~ein.,
personal communicat.ion.

14
i<wame Nkrumah, ~.;::~.:.ca :·!ust ur:ite, (Loridon : Heineman, 1963), p. 174.

15Azikiwe has also survived the turbulence of Nigerian political
period of the c i v i.L vex arid mi.i..i. •....arJ era. Consequently he contested in
the. 1979 :Iational Electior:s, becoming >10. J., (Information from Dr. John
Orkar). For the deve Lopmen t; of Azi.k iwe as a nationalist, the nature of
his nationalism; political ::lanoeU'lres arid his steJering of Nigeria to
freedom. See Michael Cr owde r , The St.or-J 0: :-':igeria, (London: Faber &

Faber), 1978 Edition of h i s book f i r s t, puo Li sne d in 1962.

16 l' , . - h ' - d . fFor Eng .is n ve z s i on or: -::..e :·!ar.,.:.;::esto an Counter Hanl. esto, See
Alan P. l1erriam; Congo: Background to Con:l ict, (No r t.h Western Uni ver-
sity Press, 1961). They appear 3.S .;~;::endix I and II respectively between
page 321 and 336.

17Alan P. ~ierriam, Congo, Ibid., 223-224.

18 . nt i .f' .,. - . . ak fFl.g tl.ng intens~ ~ec ~ecal!Se ~,e soverTh~ent mace the ml.st e 0
stationing so I d i.e r s in areas whe r e t he s e ',;e~e foreigners. The soldiers
were taken as rUlers and 'foreigne~s' and the residents would not accept
'foreign domination!' The r••••hole thing be came a confusion.

19 . fThe >1ushroomed pa r t i.e s 'Here un coun t ao i.e . ."A. few 0 them are
"110uvement de Li.be r a t ion ~:ationale" or ;'1L~, :·1.."lC (of i<alonji, different
from tha t 0 f Lumumba), :1PNC, >!RPC, :1t.JB, LU1<...;, COi'l.KA, CONAKAT, PP, PNP,
etc.

20?epresen e d ''''ere l~ oo I i. tical pa r t i.e s , six provincial traditional
Chiefdoms and three pa.:c~i=-c:-=!:,:a:::-'J;:ar':ies. ~;;e con f e re nce ·...•as convened
in January 1960.
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21 "Rene Ler·1atcnand, "?at::ice L.t....-r.ll."':tDa"in W.':".E. Skurnik, (ed.),
African ?olitical T~ought. Lum~ba, ~K!:'~~ah, and Toure., (University of
Denver, 1968).

22"=ederation in Cen':.!:'al .;f::i::a", :-1ay 1, 1949, signed by H.K. Banda
and H.~'i.Nkurrbu1a is one of the memorandun wh i ch was circulated and is
very strongly wo rde d in opposition to t ne proposed federation.

23? Short, Sanda, (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1974), p. 92.

24
Quoted in P. Short, Sanda, I~id., p. 106. This was on the

Christmas eve of 1958.

25p Short, Sanda, Ibid., p. 104.

26 h d' . . .,2' D' h' .. B dP. Sort, .Ban a, I~La., p. ~~. ur~ng t ~s cr~s~s, an a re-
ceived resignations of six min i s t e r s , rnany who were his great friends
who invited him from Gha~a, organised his campaigns, campaigned for him
and "",?ore impr i sotied t.oqe t.he r , It is evident here, the prime minister
should have ex'.?::cised some patience and art of compromise. Those six
wen t; on se Lf=ex i l,e and either died tne r e or are'still rega::ded as threats.

27
Sanda, oh his po Li.cy s ta te d , "I have to do what I think is in the

best inter'.?sts of my people, t.he ~op:e 0: ~~is country ... Not what some
theoretical white headed professor i~ a college says .. , I must not go
by what people say e i che r in Am e r i c a , 3::itain, Russia or anywhere."
Quoted in P. Short, Sanda, Ibid., p. 175.

28Kaunda was born in 1924, t."1e No r t.he rri Rhodesian leading Native
Welfare Association was :or.ned in t::'e serne year, 1924. 1937 saw the birth
of the 1st African Congress.

29The liter~ture consisted of copies of Africa and The Colonial
'florld, sent to the Congress officials in Lusaka by a British Labour M.P.,

30The other four 'angry young me n ' »e x e , S. Kapwepwe, and Sikalumbi
and Kamanga. They met at Broken Hill.

31
in '?"':'cnard Hall, :<:aunda: Fou:1der of Zambia, (Lanqmans, 1965)Quoted

p. 28.
I

32 in Kichard Hall, Kaur.da, Il::>id. , 29.Quoted p.

33Extract from a speech nade :r. 1964 quoted in R. Hall, Kaunda,
Ibid., p . 82.
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34. 1"' '.I' • •!Ce!1ne:n <aunc a , s-: ;:·..:::-,ar.:'sr.:-------------------(Longmans, 19~6), p. 75,
Let:ers to Colin M. Morris,

35i<enneth Kaun da , .:l. :-':''::;',3.:lisr. i:-: .:l.::-:"ca, Ibid., p. 62.1

3~ ~he aid is !10t. only 'a~5 a:-:c ar.D~~ition' could be technical
e spe c i a Ll y i n t he :ielc.s ~: 3.S:-:'c'..1:'::·..1re, t r a in inq of future administra-
tors, eec. The part he ~lays in G~e Sout~e~ Rhodesia Liberation war
and that he p lay-e d in r.:::e :":...lsa:':a ':::;!:1Dcm;ea1th ;·!embers Conference to
p r e ss the Srl t i s h jO'/er:'..,c:n':. er. t~c s arne a r e memo r ab Le .

37Today's na i nl and -:-a:1za:1ia was called Tanganyika un t i.L April 26th,
1964 when Tangan:;ika W11t ed '..,-ith Za:1Z1:car after the latter's successful
revolution from '::he over ce nt uz y ' s ::'cr:.i::a::ion by the Arab regime of
Muscat whose first effecr.:i'lely occupie:- as a ruler was Seyyid Said.

38 h . - 1" 1 f . f .k:;tep ens, H.'d., T:h, =-0 Lt:.:::"! Tr-;}~.s or.natlon o· T'anq anv i.ka ,
1920-1967, (New York: Praege!:', 1962), ? 119.

138.
39stephens, The ?olir.ical :'!:,3.;.s:o~ar.ion of Tanganyika,
The italics are ~i:-:e.

Ibid., p.
I

41) •
Ex t r a c r; r r orn N'/"!re!:'e '5 ve r c a t i rnspe e ch of 1955

Frcc:dGr:l and rJnIt:'(: ·hur'..1::a L'mo~a: " s'" Le c t ion from
in Nyerere,

Writings and
J .K.,
Speeches,

1952-65., (London: GL?, 1967), p. 37.

41 tl,(er-ere, J.K., !"recdom a!1d l:r.it·!, !bid., speech of 1956, p. 43.

42
~Iyerere, J.K., Freecor.l ane. Cnity, Ibid., Speech of 1957, p. 47.

43 .
Tar.ganYlka's Gove!:'710!:' ncm i r.a t ed :~:rere!:'e in t.he earlier half of

1957 to the Legislative COW1cil. ::ye!:'e!:'e accepted in good faith and
r~signed bar~l'( six mone~s la~er ~hen he realised that it was mere
po Li ci ca l manoe vr i nq he ',lOule! no t tolerate being used as a rubber stamp!

~4Stephens, rt.W., ~~e ?oli::ical :'!:'ans:o~at:ion of Tanganyika, Ibid.,
[J. 145,

45
C. Levs , "T'anq ariv ix a : 7.-:e ?eali::ies of Lridepe nde nce " in Interna-

eiondl J0'lrn.Jl, :{'/,:t:;:, ], (.:'.u::umn, L'6::) , p , 260.

47<::uoted by t-!artin Lowenk op f , "Uqand a i s Prime :-1inister Gbote" in
Africa Pepo r c , ~'Ia'(, 196:2, p , 11.
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48 F.R. !1etrowich, .r..fricai:1 t:..l;eSixties, (Pretoria, 1970), p. 99.

49 F.R. ~1etrowich, A:rica in t.~e Six<:'ies, Ibid., p. 100.(

50 F. R. l1etrowich, Africa in the Sixties, Ibid., p. 100.

51 f .A rl.ca Re po rt; , October, 1962, p. 9.------------~---
52It looked as if there ·....as a '"ave of army unrest all over East

Africa that very year for one ·..•.as repo rt ed in Kenya and another in Tan-
zania. The mutineers were cealt with :irmly in Kenya and Tanzania also.

53J. :1urray-Brown, :<e:1yattaIs b i.oqrapne r has devoted a full appendix
trying to answer the que stion, ")'lhenwas Kenyatta born?".

See J. Nurray-Brown, Kenyatta, (Ce o rqe Allen s Unwin Ltd., 1972:
Fontana Collins, 1974), App en d i x 'A, pp. 323-325. In his ~arly youth,
Kenyatta wa s called Kamau. He a cqu i red I a Christian I name IJohnstone I
when he was baptised. He also used Johnson at some stage. I~ later life
he adopted Jomo Kcinyatta.

54 . f (Montagu Slater, The Trl.al 0_ Jomo Kenyatta, London, 1955), see
also an extract of the trial in :'!ur:::-ay-3rown,Kenyatta., Ibid., p. 267.
The trial ~egan oh 3rd. December, 1952 and did not end until 8th April,
1953. Some of the other countries visitec are Belgium, Holland, Switzer-
land, Italy, France, Poland, Estonia, 3ulga:::-ia,Denmark, etc.

55KAU has a iong historj. Af<:.e!:'the first world war, Nairobi na-
tionalists formed the East African Congress (Association?) for welfare
purposes. Since its membership ·....as li t e ra Ll.y Ea s t; African, it lacked
loyalty and died. Some of its we~£€:::-s:rom Kikuyu, Embu and Meru areas
formed a smaller and more powe!:'ful and better organised party - hence the
formation of the kCA. KCA was oanned a:ter the 1922 Harry Thuku riots
in Nairobi. Thuku himself was deported. The members of the banned KCA
came together and formed the Kenya African Study Union (~~U) as a welfare
association. Wheh Kenyatta '..•.as coming from Europe, the members had just
agreed to convert KASU into Kenya Af!:'ican union or KAU so that they can
use it for political purposes, especially to advise E. Mathu, the only
African in the Legco.

56~Iegley Farson, late 1947, quoted in :1u!:'ray-Brown, Kenyatta, Ibid.,
p. 232.

57Kenyatta, up to this ti:ne, ·..•.as known mainly in Kikuyuland, his
ethnical area and the most lively polit~cally due to their earlier attain-
ment of we s t e rn i srn, ne arne ss eo )la.i:::-ooi,the centre of westernism and the
direct victims of land alienation i:: t.:"'eI'",hitehighlands I to white
settlers. Yet, the Kikuyu themselves were greatly divided since the 1929
crisis over female circumcision. The cont.!:'oversyhad also divided the
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Embu and the Meru, the ~ikuyu's cousins tb the East. In these places,
Kenya tta '...•as only a name, known to a few c f t.he i.r leaders only.
Kenyatta's connection ·...•.it..'Lt::epopu lous western Kenya of the Luo and
Luyia ·...•as thinly ma rq.inaL, just through the few western Kenya nationalists
who lived in "Iairobi Li ke oneko . ·.oh':-'1 the Maasai I there was no connec-
tion and the Haasai still regarded the Kikuyu as traditional enemies.
Bu t if Lndepe ndence ·...•.as to be ·...•.on, a11 t hese groups, who had never thought
of themselves as anything else but ethnic units, had not only to be united
but inspired to think of t..~emselvesas 'Kenyans' - an unfathomable prob-
lem which Kenyatta coulj not even guess how to start tackling. He
did not hop~ that Kenya would be independent in his life time with all
the above problems. gut, consti':'...ltionally,he hoped great improvements
could be achieved. But, as 'Has his you t.h fuL characteristic and was going
to display as his character in the future, he let events shape his des-
tiny and adjusted rapidly as it looked fit.

58The 'Forty Grou;?' Nas :o~ed by t.~eKikuyu, Embu and Meru 'mission
boys' of ex t'/orid j'larrHO age, some of whom, like Kaggia, Itote, Mathenge
among many others, were ex-British a~y soldiers. Popularly known as
'Tumwana Tw~ Fote', the 'yo~~g :ads of the forties' puzzled everyone by
claiming that they '..•.ere born in the forties, their parents had been born
in the forties, they 'Here ci rcumc i sed in the forties, married in the
forties ... and die in the forties if not get independence - one of the
many ;?uzzles to come soon.

1975)

S9 B. K~ggia, Poots of Freedom: An Autobiography, (Nairobi: EAPH,

60 ,Oa t.hLnq , especially among the Central Kenya Bantu-speakers was and
is accepted for a variety of traditional purposes such as bringing binding
unity to groups of people, extract~ng truth especially in court caseslfor fair justice, strengthening a point or one's stand and as a general
plea of innocence. The di, fference bet·...•een the accepted oaths and the
Mau l1auoaths as t.hese Ln t ensi f i.edthemselves later were; their being
administered to wonen ~~d rela~vely young people , the swearings and
overtone and general language used, ~'-1eplaces ,of adrninistration and its
negatively young administrators and accompanying violence especially to
those who wou Ld not coopera te.

61 "d' .Quo te an J. ~1urray-3rown, Kenyatta, Ib~d., p. 237.
I

62The 'action' was
this '...•as an 'ultima t.um '
success.

not s;?ecified but for all practical purposes,
~lliiyuand Oneko, the delegates returned with no

i

63
J. r1urray-Brown, Kenyatta, Ibid., p. 244.



64 h - "1 - .. h d'The terror took t e ~o~ o~ se ectea assass~nat~ons, d e ~sap-
pearing of police men usually coqet.her with their arms and ammunition,
violent oath admi~iste:-ing, ~ur~i~g of ~ission schools and dest!:'uction
of European property like burning of :arns or mutilating their cattle.
The rese~,es had numerous sec:-et ce~:s for the use of freedom fighter or
Mau Mau and by Auq. 1952, :orest bases !'ladbeen set up for terrorising
the administration and those ~ho could ~ot cooperate. Oathing was con-
centrated in the urban areas still but had outposts in rural areas.

65J. '1urray-BrO'..m,Kenyatta, Ibid., p. 246.

66Kenyatta's seven years ',I i:...'1hard labour simply catered for his
managing i'lauMau" he had ano cher charce of being a member of the i'lau
Hau society, which was illegal because it had been banned in 1950 by the
Governor. He got an addition of ~'1:-eeyears. 'Both sentences to run
concurrently'. Kenyatta, ~fte!:"jaii ~riod, would be restricted for a
period which the magistrate did not specify. The other convicts were
Fred Kubai, Achieng Oneko, 3ildad Kaggia and Paul Ngei.

67~1anya."1iis situated in the 'Voi desert' in an area that is infes-
ted w i,th mosqui cos and all t.y pes 0: ·,.;ildanimals which would kill any
escapee before he got a mile or so outside the camp. Unbearably scor-
ching sun is tne pe rmarient t yp i caI 'Ne acr.er and to this discomfort was
added white corrugated iron sheets sheiters with the iron sheets as walls
and roofs. Overcrowdedness was ~'1eorder ~n each! Harsabit is in the
Northern Frontier area that was keot 'closed' for any contact and Hola
is on the Tan3. river desert; . Ther~ '..Jasno inspiration to escaping from
these for the hopelessness of life and chances of survival. Kathigiriri
is in M'Nea Plains and the conditior.s were the same. Later, camps were
spread out and came neare rand nearer t ne homelands as the war came to
the end and the fuen's rebellious r.atures had been either. 'cn:.shed'or
'softened' through 'screening'. The 'die hards' remaine~ in the notorious
areas like Hola and ~1anyani .

68A fe'Nareas of Heru we re not 'villagized' such as those of Tigania,
~gembe and Tharaka because they did not 'attract' Mau Mau.

I
69The national flag was actually an improvement of the old KAU flag

Kenyatta had us~d before his impriso~~ent. Of the ceremony, Murray-Brown
says that although Kenya was L"le34t.~Af:-ican colony to gain indepen-
dence, "nowhere was the scene played wi L~ greater poignancy than in
Nairobi that.Decernoer day. ;(e~ya was L'1eonly British colony, except
southern Rhodesia, ,..,i t."la sizeable settler population, and the only one
which had staged a rebellion of sorts ... no other African had aroused
such strong emotions."


